m 


FEB    R    |I? 


,Mfc 


.  ■■  ■     .   ■  J     5K%   ■ 


■Mi 


IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIMB- 

BHhw 


■I 


« 


w 


-  jMllllllPMiMn* 


"■lllta 


K    S 


MMMUUWIBM  Miff    I 


inn 


«■ 


m 


It* 


n 


■■ 


*f**£ 


iililllf 


« 


|9pP 


■ 


ff¥ 


1% 


..^glPPlt 


Hi 


%ttfiS 


sill 


!%&.. 


:     ■'  . 


ti^^te: 


i&?w 


«*s* 


s«: 


J1 

Wl 


n 


i^;;|i|||::;|i||::' 


W'     ';       ''■'        :■;.. 


§Ii& 


Hi 


IfifeNi 


•aCl'*?* 


•^Cr**: 


i 


fidft,. 


tmctor 


FEBRUARY,  1954 
Volume  89  Number  2 


The  Instructor  is  the  official  organ  of  the  Sunday  Schools  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints  and  is  devoted  to  the  study  of  what  to  teach  and  how  to  teach  according  to  the 
Restored  Gospel. 


OUR  COVER 

One  of  America's  most  loved 
stories  is  that  concerning  a 
prayer  offered  by  George  Wash- 
ington during  the  dark  days  of  Val- 
ley Forge.  A  passing  Quaker  ob- 
served George  Washington  imploring 
God  to  "bless  his  sword  and  his 
hand,  to  protect  and  defend  the 
rights  and  the  liberties  of  his  fellow 
countrymen." 

It  is  important  that  we  consider 
the  spiritual  qualities  of  such  great 
men  as  Washington  and  Lincoln, 
whose  birthdays  we  commemorate 
this  month.  These  men  and  others, 
recognizing  their  human  weaknesses, 
were  not  too  proud  to  kneel  before 
the  Creator,  invoking  his  aid  and 
blessing.  Whether  we  today  serve 
in  high  or  low  places,  let  us,  too,  be 
prayerful;  let  us,  too,  appreciate  the 
fact  that  God  is  the  Author  of  all 
that  is  good  in  our  lives. 

Painting  is  by  Sambert  Sachs,  and 
photo   is   by   Bettmann   Archive. 
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Individual  Freedom 


By  President  David  0.  McKay 


"Y^or  the  power  is  in  men  wherein 
they  are  agents  unto  them- 
selves." 

There  is  a  significant  reference  in 
the  Apocalypse  to  "a  war  in  heaven." 
It  is  not  only  significant  but  seem- 
ingly contradictory,  for  we  think  of 
heaven  as  a  celestial  abode  of  bliss, 
an  impossible  condition  where  war 
and  contention  exist.  The  passage 
is  significant  because  it  implies  a 
freedom  of  choice  and  of  action  in 
the  spirit  world. 

This  contention  in  heaven  arose 
over  the  desire  of  Satan  "to  destroy 
the  agency  of  man,  which  I,  the 
Lord,  had  given  him." 

We  are  deeply  interested  in  the 
principle  enunciated  in  these  scrip- 
tural references,  namely,  the  endow- 
ing of  man  with  freedom  of  choice. 

Freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of 
speech,  freedom  of  action  within 
boundaries  that  do  not  infringe  upon 
the  liberty  of  others  are  man's  in- 
herent right,  granted  him  by  his 
Creator  —  divine  gifts  "essential  to 
human  dignity  and  human  happi- 
ness." 

".  .  .  Cheer  up  your  hearts,"  ad- 
monished the  ancient  prophet,  "and 
remember  that  ye  are  free  to  act 
for  yourselves  .  .  ."  (2  Nephi  10:23.) 

"This  love  of  liberty  which  God 
has  planted  in  us,"  said  Abraham 
Lincoln,  "constitutes  the  bulwark  of 
our  liberty  and  independence.  It  is 
not  our  form  in  battlements,  or 
bristling  sea  coasts,  or  in  our  Navy. 
Our  defense  is  in  the  spirit  which 
prizes  liberty  as  the  heritage  of  all 
men  in  all  lands  everywhere.  De- 
stroy this  spirit,  and  we  have  planted 
the  seeds  of  despotism  at  our  own 
doors." 

Opposite  of  Freedom 

The  opposite  of  freedom  is  bond- 
age, servility,  restraint,  conditions 
that  inhibit  mentality,  stifle  the  spir- 
it and  crush  manhood.  To  coerce, 
to  compel,  to  bring  into  servitude  is 
Satan's  plan  for  the  human  family. 


Throughout  the  history  of  the 
world  man  has  contended  even  to 
death  to  free  himself  from  bondage 
and  usurpation,  or  to  retain  the 
freedom  he  already  possessed.  This 
is  particularly  true  in  regard  to  the 
right  to  worship.  Attempts  to  con- 
trol the  consciences  of  men  have  al- 
ways resulted  in  conflicts.  To  de- 
cide one's  own  relationship  to  the 

Freedom  of  thought,  freedom  of 
speech,  freedom  of  action  within 
the  boundaries  that  do  not  infringe 
upon  the  liberty  of  others  are  man's 
inherent  rights,  granted  him  by  his 
Creator. 

Creator  and  to  His  creations  is  the 
natural  and  inalienable  right  of  all. 

Equally  fundamental  and  impor- 
tant to  man's  happiness  and  prog- 
ress is  the  right  of  personal  security, 
the  right  of  personal  liberty,  and  the 
right  of  private  property.  "The  right 
of  personal  security  consists  in  the 
enjoyment  of  life,  limbs,  body, 
health,  and  reputation.  Personal 
liberty  consists  in  the  right  of 
changing  one's  situation  or  habita- 
tion according  to  will.  The  right  of 
property  consists  in  the  free  use,  en- 
joyment, and  disposal  of  all  acquisi- 
tions, without  control  or  diminution 
save  by  the  laws  of  the  land.  The 
right  of  private  property  is  sacred 
and  inviolable.  If  any  part  or  all  of 
these  individual  possessions  should 
be  required  by  the  State,  they  should 
be  given  only  with  the  consent  of 
the  people." 

When  King  John  of  England, 
whom  Dickens  calls  "A  coward  and 
detestable  villain,"  deprived  his 
subjects  of  their  liberties  and  ruth- 
lessly burned  and  destroyed  their 
property,  the  people  rose  up  against 
him,  brought  him  to  Runnymede  and 
compelled  him  on  Monday,  June  15, 
1215,  to  affix  his  signature  to  the 
great  "Charter  of  England,"  by 
which,  among  other  things  he 


pledged  himself  "to  maintain  the 
Church  in  its  rights,  to  imprison  no 
man  without  a  fair  trial,  and  to  sell, 
delay,  or  deny  justice  to  none." 

The  Sole  End  of  Government 

Five  hundred  and  fifty  years  later, 
the  American  colonies  composed 
mostly  of  people  from  the  British 
Isles  imbued  with  the  spirit  that 
produced  the  Magna  Charta,  de- 
clared: 

"As  the  happiness  of  the  people  is 
the  sole  end  of  government,  so  the 
consent  of  the  people  is  the  only 
foundation  of  it,  in  reason,  morality, 
and  the  natural  fitness  of  things. 
And  therefore  every  act  of  govern- 
ment, every  exercise  of  sovereignty 
against  or  without  the  consent  of 
the  people,  is  injustice,  usurpation, 
and  tyranny.  It  is  a  maxim  that  in 
every  government  there  must  exist 
somewhere  a  supreme,  sovereign,  ab- 
solute and  uncontrollable  power; 
and  it  never  was,  or  can  be,  dele- 
gated to  one  man  or  few,  the  great 
Creator  having  never  given  to  men 
a  right  to  vest  others  with  authority 
over  them  unlimited  either  in  dura- 
tion or  degree." 

"When  kings,  ministers,  governors, 
or  legislators,  therefore,  instead  of 
exercising  the  powers  intrusted  with 
them  according  to  the  principles, 
forms,  and  proportions  stated  by  the 
Constitution,  and  established  by  the 
original  compact,  prostitute  those 
powers  to  the  purposes  of  oppres- 
sion; to  subvert,  instead  of  support- 
ing a  free  constitution;  to  destroy, 
instead  of  preserving  the  lives,  lib- 
erties and  properties  of  the  people, 
they  are  no  longer  to  be  deemed 
magistrates  vested  with  a  sacred 
character,  but  become  public  ene- 
mies and  ought  to  be  resisted." 
{Adam's  Works  I,  p.  193.) 

The  spirit  of  paganism  has  again 
asserted  itself  and  seems  to  be  all 
but  triumphant  in  its  effort  to  over- 
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throw  the  few  Christian  ideals  that  Today  many  nations  have  lost  their  conquerors,  property  has  been 
so-called  civilized  peoples  have  ab-  independence,  men  defeated  have  seized  without  recompense,  and  mil- 
sorbed.  been  compelled  to  labor  for  their     lions  of  people  have  surrendered  all 

guarantees  of  personal  liberty. 

Within  the  Individual  Soul 


Force  and  compulsion  will  never 
establish  the  ideal  society.  This  can 
come  only  by  a  transformation  with- 
in the  individual  soul— "A  life  re- 
deemed from  sin  and  brought  in  har- 
mony with  the  divine  will."  Instead 
of  selfishness,  men  must  be  willing 
to  dedicate  their  ability,  their  pos- 
sessions, their  lives  if  necessary,  their 
fortunes,  and  their  sacred  honor  for 
the  alleviation  of  the  ills  of  mankind. 
Hate  must  be  supplanted  by  sym- 
pathy and  forbearance.  Peace  and 
true  prosperity  can  come  only  by 
conforming  our  lives  to  the  law  of 
Love.  A  mere  appreciation  of  the 
social  ethics  of  Jesus  is  not  sufficient 
—men's  hearts  must  be  changed. 

In  these  days  of  uncertainty  and 
unrest,  liberty-loving  peoples'  great- 
est responsibility  and  paramount 
duty  is  to  preserve  and  proclaim  the 
freedom  of  the  individual,  his  rela- 
tionship to  Deity,  and  the  necessity 
of  obedience  to  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ— only  thus  will 
mankind  find  peace  and  happiness. 

"If  ye  continue  in  my  word,  then 
are  ye  my  disciples  indeed;  And  ye 
shall  know  the  truth  and  the  truth 
shall  make  you  free." 

God,  enlighten  our  minds  to  com- 
prehend our  responsibility,  to  pro- 
claim the  truth  and  maintain  free- 
dom throughout  the  world. 


Drawing  by  Abe  H.  Lewis. 


"Our 
men 


defense,"  says  Lincoln,  "is  in  the  spirit  which  prizes  liberty  as  the  heritage  of  all 
in  all  lands  everywhere.    Destroy  this  spirit,  and  we  have  planted  the  seeds  of 

despotism." 


Parked  Cars 

Cunshine  has  been  making  the  cars  parked  out  in 
front  of  the  Uintah  Basin  Record  office  ( Duchesne, 
Utah)  sparkle  and  shine  with  glimmering  splendor. 
They  are  all  modern  in  appearance  and  are  capable 
of  high  speeds.  They  have  radios,  clocks,  new  drives, 
doors  that  open  by  the  merest  touch,  lights  that  shine 
through  heavy  storms  and  power  to  keep  going  mile 
after  mile.  Yet  there  they  would  stand,  until,  like  the 
toys  of  "Little  Boy  Blue,"  they  would  become  covered 
with  rust,  standing  through  storms  and  years,  until 
they  were  unsightly  to  behold— powerful,  yet  power- 
less—until started  and  guided  by  man  or  some  power 
other  than  their  own,  to  move  and  do. 

Your  Sunday  School  students,  too,  may  be  standing 
like  cars  along  the  parking  rows,  while  other  cars  go 
sailing  past  on  the  highway  of  life.  They  may  be  wait- 
ing for  the  right  person  to  come  and  touch  the  wheel 
of  friendship  or  turn  the  ignition  key  of  success.   That 


Your  personal  interest  can  turn  a  key  for  them. 


is  where  a  Sunday  School  teacher  has  a  responsibility. 
Look  over  your  class.  Perhaps,  with  a  little  more  per- 
sonal interest  in  one  of  your  boys  or  girls,  you  can 
turn  the  key  for  their  success  and  guide  them  as  they 
are  starting  down  life's  highways. 

—lennie  E.  Graham. 
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Suggested  Easter  Worship  Service 


ffiy  Mttmtf  lines 


Note  to  m Superintendent:  Here  are 
several  planning  suggestions  for  your 
consideration:  Be  sure  that  the  chapel  is 
ready  by  checking  on  the  cleanliness,  light, 
ventilation  and  heat.  Arrange  for  beauty 
spots  decorated  with  flowers  or  pictures. 
Prepare  ample  seating  and  secure  ushers 
and  greeters.  Complete  arrangements  by 
having  a  well-planned  program.  If  so  de- 
sired, the  Junior  Sunday  School  can  be 
taken  into  the  Senior. 

SENIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 

Suggested  Combined  Service: 

Devotional  Prelude:  "Andante" 
Gluck,  or  "Rejoice,  Oh  My  Soul," 
Schumann. 

Opening  Song:  "He  Is  Risen," 
Hymns— Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of 
Latter-day  Saints,  No.  61. 

Invocation. 

Talks:  "The  Last  Supper,"  (Matthew 
26:17-28)  by  a  member  of  Course 
No.  10  and  "The  Sacrament," 
(Doctrine  and  Covenants  59:9-12) 
by  a  member  of  Course  No.  12. 
( Two  and  one-half  minutes  each. ) 

Sacramental  Song:  "In  Remembrance 
of  Thy  Suffering,"  Hymns,  No.  258. 

Sacramental  Service:  Prelude,  Gem, 
Postlude  and  Administration  of 
Sacrament. 


Musical  Number:  "In  Memory  of 
the  Crucified,"  Hymns,  No.  99. 
( Boys'  and  girls'  chorus  from 
Courses  No.  6  and  8  or  a  chorus 
from  the  Junior  Sunday  School.) 

Talk  or  Reading:  "The  Book  of  Mor- 
mon Records  the  Resurrection  of 
the  Savior,"  (3  Nephi,  Chapter  11) 
by  an  outstanding  speaker  or 
reader.  (15  minutes.) 

Musical  Number:  "I  Stand  All 
Amazed,"  Hymns,  No.  80.  (Boys' 
and  girls'  chorus  from  Courses  No. 
10  and  12.) 

Reading:  By  a  member  of  the  Gos- 
pel Message  Class,  Course  No.  16, 
of  Doctrine  and  Covenants:  76:22, 
23. 

Song:  "I  Know  that  My  Redeemer 
Lives,"  Hymns,  No.  95. 

Talk  or  Reading:  "The  Bible  Re- 
cords the  Resurrection  of  the  Sav- 
ior," (Matthew,  Chapter  28)  by 
an  outstanding  speaker  or  reader. 
(15  minutes.) 

Closing  Song:  "Abide  with  Me!" 
Hymns,  No.  51. 

Benediction. 


JUNIOR  SUNDAY  SCHOOL 
Suggested  Junior  Service: 

Devotional  Prelude. 

Opening  Song:  "Jesus  Once  Was  a 
Little  Child,"  The  Children  Sing, 
No.  78. 

Prayer. 

Sacramental  Song:  "The  Sacrament," 
The  Children  Sing,  No.  64. 

Sacramental  Service: 

Administration  of  Sacrament. 
Story  or  Reading:  "The  Book  of  Mor- 
morn  Records  the  Resurrection  of 
the  Savior,"     (3  Nephi,  Chapter 
11)  accompanied  by  flannelboard 
illustrations. 
Song:  "I  Think  When  I  Read  That 
Sweet  Story,"  The  Children  Sing, 
No.  9. 
Class  exercise  followed  by  regular 
closing  of  Junior  Sunday  School. 
—Easter  Program  Committee: 
Henry  Eyring,  Chairman, 
W.  Lowell  Castleton, 
Alva  H.  Parry, 
Eva  May  Green, 
Camille  W.  Halliday. 


WHEN  JESUS  COMES  AGAIN 


T  wonder  when  He  comes  again  will  herald  angels  sing? 
Will  earth  be  white  with  drifted  snow  or  will  the 
world  know  spring? 
I  wonder  if  one  star  will  shine  far  brighter  than  the 
rest? 
Will  daylight  stay  the  whole  night  through?  Will 
song  birds  leave  their  nests? 
I'm  sure  He'll  call  His  little  ones  to  gather  'round  His 
knee 
Because  He  said  in  days  gone  by,  "Suffer  them  to 
come  to  me." 


I  wonder  when  He  comes  again  will  I  be  ready  there 
To  look  upon  His  loving  Face  and  join  with  Him 
in  prayer? 
Each  day  I'll  try  to  do  His  will  and  let  my  light  so  shine 
That  others  seeing  me  may  seek  for  greater  light 
Divine. 
Then  when  that  blessed  day  is  here,  He'll  love  me  and 
He'll  say 
"You've  served  me  well,  my  faithful  one,  come  to 
my  side  to  stay." 

—Mirla  Greenwood  Thayne. 
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Sunday  School  Union  Meeting? 


'By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


\  A/^hat  is  a  Sunday  School  union  meeting?  This  is  a 
fair  and  very  vital  question.  To  those  called  to 
stake  and  ward  Sunday  School  teaching  or  administra- 
tive positions  since  the  beginning  of  World  War  II, 
when  gasoline  rationing  forced  the  discontinuance  of 
union  meetings  and  who  consequently  have  little  con- 
cept of  their  important  role,  this  question  is  of  deep  con- 
cern. In  many  stakes,  monthly  union  meetings  have 
not  yet  been  restored.  If  they  are  to  be  held  monthly 
as  recommended,  who  should  go,  what  should  be  done 
and  how,  to  make  these  meetings  vitally  worth-while  to 
every  Sunday  School  officer  and  teacher  are  questions 
that  must  be  answered. 

We  Teach  As  We  Were  Taught 

"We  teach  as  we  were  taught."  So  say  our  national 
educators.  Most  of  us  are  not  trained  teachers,  nor 
have  we  been  taught  by  trained  teachers.  We  have 
had  faith  enough,  however,  to  accept  the  call  to  teach 
or  to  do  other  essential  Sunday  School  work.  We  are 
told  that  the  characters,  the  spirituality,  the  testimonies, 
the  whole  outlook  on  life  of  our  precious  boys  and  girls 
are  entrusted  into  our  untrained  hands.  We  respond  to 
the  call  that  is  made  of  us.  We  desire  to  teach  well. 
To  do  so,  we  must  know  what  good  teaching  is  and 
how  to  so  prepare  our  lessons  that  they  will  be  well 
taught. 

How  can  we  get  that  right  kind  of  training  to  so 
prepare  for  our  work? 

The  Sunday  School  union  meeting  is  essentially, 
ideally  and  traditionally  a  preparation  meeting.  In  the 
month  ahead  there  are  four  Sundays  and  four  specific 
lessons  to  be  taught  in  each  course.  There  is  also 
specific  work  to  be  done  in  fields  not  strictly  labelled 
"teaching." 

In  the  monthly  union  meeting,  all  stake  and  ward 
Sunday  School  workers  gather  to  receive  inspiration, 
brief  general  instructions  and  then  to  separate  into  de- 
partments in  which  all  who  will  teach  the  same  specific 
lessons  or  do  the  same  kind  of  work  may  pool  their 
thoughts  and  plan  together  on  how  best  to  teach  these 
four  lessons  in  such  a  way  as  to  motivate  into  activity 
every  member  of  the  class. 

Each  teacher  should  come  to  Sunday  School  union 
meeting  with  every  one  of  the  four  lessons  for  each 
coming  month  carefully  outlined.  Then  this  vital 
preparation  meeting  under  the  skillful  guidance  of  the 
stake  board  adviser  prepared  with  enrichment  materials, 
quotations,  visual  aids,  thought-provoking  questions 
and  challenging  applications  should  greatly  enhance 
the  group  discussion  of  these  lessons. 

After  such  group  discussions,  each  teacher  would 
know  better  how  to  get  the  attention,  pupil  participa- 


tion and  satisfactory  stimulation  of  out-of -class  activity 
with  each  particular  lesson.  Outlining  each  les- 
son in  advance  of  the  union  meeting  would  give  the 
person  making  the  outline  a  much  better  chance  of 
contributing  to  the  discussion  and  of  getting  the  maxi- 
mum good  from  the  discussion  of  others,  than  if  this 
pre-preparation  had  not  been  made. 

Learn  To  Make  Outlines 

Those  teachers  who  have  difficulty  outlining  les- 
sons can  get  in  simple  language  the  principles  of  mak- 
ing satisfactory  outlines  from  reading  Chapter  15,  page 
96,  in  Principles  of  Teaching,  by  Dr.  Adam  S.  Bennion. 
This  book,  together  with  Wahlquist's  Teaching  as  the 
Direction  of  Activities  and  Driggs'  The  Masters  Art, 
should  become  as  familiar  as  "Mother  Goose"  to  all 
those  aspiring  to  become  good  teachers.  They  are  the 
texts  used  in  the  Sunday  School  training  class,  Course 
No.  22. 

Dec.  4,  Stake  Sunday  School  Superintendent  Ber- 
nard S.  Walker  of  Bountiful  Stake  came  to  the  Sunday 
School  office  very  enthusiastic  about  monthly  union 
meetings.  His  most  successful  one  was  held  Nov.  22, 
1953.   It  came  about  this  way: 

When,  at  the  regional  stake  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendents' conferences  last  July,  the  monthly  union  meet- 
ing was  recommended  for  all  stakes  and  advocated  so 
strongly  as  the  best  means  of  helping  Sunday  School 
teachers,  the  Bountiful  Stake  Board  decided  to  go  all 
out  to  make  theirs  the  best  union  meetings  in  the 
Church.  They  had  been  meeting  quarterly  with  only 
desultory  success.  They  went  to  work  with  a  will 
believing  that  by  concentrating  on  methods  of  teaching 
they  could  best  reach  the  desired  ends.  They  soon 
found  that  this  method  didn't  work  since  it  was  not 
applied  to  specific  lessons  in  particular  courses. 

Then  they  decided  to  try  the  old  tried-and-true 
lesson  preparation  plan  considering  specific  lessons  in 
each  course  for  the  coming  month.  They  studied  "Out- 
lining Lessons"  with  a  professional  teacher  at  the 
weekly  stake  board  meetings  and  added  to  these  out- 
lines, stories,  quotations  and  other  enrichment  materials, 
visual  aids  and  methodology  of  presentation  of  the 
various  lessons. 

They  bought  a  Mimeograph  and  made  four-page 
union  meeting  programs.  The  first  page  gave  time  and 
place  of  meeting,  the  second,  a  detailed  worship  service 
program  including  separation  and  reassembly,  the  third, 
a  room  assignment  for  13  separate  Sunday  School 
courses  with  names  of  the  stake  board  members  in 
charge  and  four  others  for  Junior  coordinators,  21/2-min- 
ute  talk  directors,  the  music  department  and  superin- 
tendents, secretaries  and  enlistment  directors,  with  the 
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stake  board  members  in  charge  of  them.  On  the  fourth 
page  was  an  inspirational  thought.  These  programs 
were  distributed  to  all  Sunday  School  workers.  The  at- 
tendance—almost 100%. 

Union  Meetings  Streamlined 

The  union  meeting  was  carefully  streamlined  to  take 
75  minutes  and  allowed  a  full  50  minutes  net  for  the 
lesson-preparation,  group-discussion  departments.  At 
every  one  of  these,  each  stake  board  member  had 
mimeographed  enrichment  materials   and   suggestions 


for  each  person.  It  came  as  manna  from  heaven  to 
these  eager  and  hungry  teachers.  It  glorified  the  posi- 
tion of  stake  board  members  no  end.  So  reported  Stake 
Superintendent  Walker. 

If  we  would  fill  our  assignment  of  teaching  the 
Gospel  to  every  member  of  the  Church,  we  must  some- 
how learn  to  prepare  our  lessons  so  that  they  will  at- 
tract, interest,  inspire  and  motivate  into  activity  the 
people  we  teach.  That  requires  a  type  of  preparation 
that  we  alone  cannot  give.  The  best  means  yet  devised 
is  a  monthly  group  preparation  of  specific  lessons  which 
the  monthly  union  meeting  makes  possible. 
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THE  GOSPEL  OF  BAPTISM 

Compiled  by  Gretchen  Schreiner 

Eleven  questions  are  listed  below.    You  select  the  correct  answers  with  the 
help  of  your  Church  books,  then  place  the  key  letters  in  the  blank  spaces. 
When  all  the  spaces  are  filled  with  the  correct  key  letters,  the  vertical  line  will    g; 
spell  out  an  important  name  in  recent  Church  history.    To  give  you  the  idea,  the 
first  answer  is  shown. 
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"...  Repent,  and  be  baptized  every  one  of 
you  in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ  for  the  re- 
mission of  sins  .'.  ."  (Acts  2:38.)  Who  said 
this? 

".  .  .  For  the  gate  by  which  ye  should  enter 
is  repentance  and  baptism  by  water;  .  .  ."  ( 2 
Nephi  31:17.)   Who  said  this? 

"And  thus  he  was  baptized,  and  the  Spirit  of 
God  descended  upon  him,  .  .  ."  (Moses 
6:65.)  Who  was  he? 

"And  now,  if  the ,  he  being  holy, 

should  have  need  to  be  baptized  by  water, 
to  fulfil  all  righteousness,  O  then,  how  much 
more  need  have  we,  being  unholy,  to  be 
baptized,  .  .  ."  (Nephi  31:5.) 

"Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all  nations,  bap- 
tizing them  in  the  name  of  the  Father,  and  of 
the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost:"  (Matthew 
28:19.)  Who  said  this? 

"One  Lord,  one  faith,  one  baptism."  ( 

4:5.)    Where  is  this  found? 

".  .  .  Arise,  and  be  baptized,  and  wash  away 
thy  sins,  .  .  ."  (Acts  22:16.)  To  whom  was 
this  said? 

"For  as  many  of  you  as  have  been  baptized 

into  Christ  have  put  on  Christ."  ( 

3:27.)  Where  is  this  found? 

".  .  .  Children  shall  be  baptized  for  the  re- 
mission of  their  sins  when  eight  years  old, 
.  .  ."  ( 68:27. )  Where  is  this  found?  .  ( C ) 

"And  Jesus,  when  he  was  baptized,  went  up 

out    of    the    water."     (Matthew 

3:16.) 

.Why  are  they  then  baptized  for 


( G )  James 

(H)  Peter 

(I)  John 

(C)  Lehi 

( D )  Lemuel 

(E)  Nephi 

(A)  Luke 

( B )  Adam 

( C )  Jeremiah 


(E)  Lamb  of  God 

(F)  Savior    i 

(G)  Son  of  God 

( R )  Jesus 

( S )  Matthew 

(T)  John  the  Baptist 

(I)  Colossians 

( J )  Ephesians 

(K)  Galatians 

(E)  Peter 

( F )  James 

(G)  Saul  of  Tarsus 

(R)  Galatians 

( S )  Ephesians 

(T)  Hebrews 

( A )  Doctrine  and 
Covenants 

(B)  Book  of  Mormon 
New  Testament 

(L)  afterward 

( M )  immediately 

( N )  straightway 

(S)  their  sins 

(T)  the  dead 

(U)  their  redemption 


y      ...  .Why  are  they  then  baptized 
| ?"  (I  Corinthians  15:29.) 

■*?  (For  answer  turn  to  page  61.)  Is 

^«^w\^a  vrm^  vn?*j>  vsns^i  i^cr^  ijrm&  hsns^s&  i^s^*  iw^hfibWhWb^bfibiriia^iWiJ'Z 


T  incoln  was  not  great  because  he 
^  was  born  in  a  log  cabin,  but  be- 
cause he  got  out  of  it— that  is,  be- 
cause he  rose  above  poverty,  igno- 
rance, lack  of  ambition,  shiftlessness 
of  character,  contentment  with  mean 
things  and  low  aims  which  keep  so 


many  thousands  in  the  huts  where 
they  were  born. 

—James  Truslow  Adams, 

Epic  of  America. 

T  incoln's  heart  was  as  great  as  the 

world,  but  there  was  no  room  in 

it  to  hold  the  memory  of  a  wrong. 

—Emerson. 


MY  BLESSING 

IIT^hen  I  told  my  father  and  mother 
that  I  was  to  give  a  2%-minute 
talk,  they  asked  me  what  my  subject 
would  be.  I  said,  "I  would  hke  to 
talk  about  'My  Blessing/" 

The  summer  I  was  5  years  old,  my 
parents  and  neighbors  could  see  a 
great  change  coming  over  me.  I 
refused  to  take  part  when  playing 
wi^h  my  friends.  I  was  building  a 
shell  and  shutting  myself  in.  Mother, 
thinking  I  needed  the  company  of 
my  friends,  started  a  kindergarten  in 
our  home.  The  first  day  she  could 
see  that  there  was  something  seri- 
ously wrong.  Our  doctor,  upon  find- 
ing the  trouble  originating  in  my 
ears,  sent  me  to  a  specialist  in  Salt 
Lake  City.  He  advised  my  parents 
to  send  me  to  a  school  for  the  deaf  in 
Ogden  so  that  I  would  not  lose  my 
speech.   I  was  deaf. 

Just  before  we  went  to  the  spe- 
cialist Elder  Harold  B.  Lee  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  gave  me  a 
blessing.  He  said  that,  according  to 
the  faith  and  works  of  my  parents, 
I  would  speak  normally. 

Just  before  Christmas  this  bless- 
ing was  fulfilled.  I  came  running  to 
my  mother  and  said,  "Mommy, 
wasn't  that  funny?"  From  that  time 
on  I  have  been  able  to  hear  as  well 
as  any  of  my  friends.  Anc^  ^s,  far 
as  speaking  normally,  you  may  be 
the  judge. 

I  know  God  hears  and  answers 
prayers.  I  know  that  by  faith  the 
deaf  shall  hear. 

—Sherry  Lou  Martin, 
Evanston  First  Ward. 

TOMORROWS  REWARD 

^Tomorrow's    outstretched    hand 
may  hold, 
The  consummation  of  $ie  seed 
That  had  been  planted  yesterday, 
By  gentle  word  or  fruitful  deed. 
—Dora  Toone  Brough. 
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THE  U.S.S.  SALT  LAKE  CITY 
She  met  every  emergency;  she  was  ready. 


There  is  a  lesson  for  every  Sun- 
day School  officer  and  teacher 
in  this  durable  cruiser's  motto. 
The  ship's  personnel  and  even 
the  gallant  lady  herself  typified 
planned  preparation  for  action, 
for  she  was  .  .  . 
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By  Earl  J.  Glade' 


HPhere's  a  mighty  potent  lesson  for 
every  Sunday  School  teacher  in 
the  story  of  one  of  the  greatest 
cruisers  in  the  history  of  the  United 
States  Navy,  the  U.S.S.  Salt  Lake 
City. 

The  cruiser  Salt  Lake  City  covered 
herself  with  glory  particularly  in  the 
battle  off  the  Komandorskie  Islands, 
March  26,  1943.  She  and  associate 
warships  defeated  a  larger  force  in 
a  three-and-one-half  hour  battle, 
sending  what  was  left  of  the  enemy 
limping  for  home.  From  that  day 
on,  America's  Pacific  Coast  was  safe 
from  naval  attack.  This  great  cruiser 
emblazoned  "Thou  Shalt  Not  Pass" 
on  the  Pacific  horizon.  Although  the 
Salt  Lake  City  was  severely  hurt  in 
this  battle,  she  proudly  reported  to 
Honolulu  under  her  own  steam. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  de- 
cided that  after  her  long  and  glori- 
ous record,  this  great  cruiser  was  to 
be  retired.  She  became  one  of  the 
target  ships  used  in  the  Bikini  atomic 
bomb  experiment,  but  did  not  sink. 

After  the  Bikini  experience,  the 
U.S.S.  Salt  Lake  City  was  towed 
back  to  the  United  States.  She  was 
so  radio-active,  however,  that  she 
was  dangerous  to  unprotected  sea- 
men. 

This  famous  ship  was  then  taken 
to  a  position  off  Catalina  Island  and 
used  as  a  target  for  naval  gunfire. 
But  no  amount  of  fire  power  put  her 
under.    It  was   not  until   she  was 


used  for  torpedo  practice  that  she 
finally  went  down. 

When  I  first  heard  that  the  U.S.S. 
Salt  Lake  City  was  to  be  sunk,  I 


*Mayor  of  Salt   Lake   City  and   a  member   of 
the  Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  General  Board. 


THE  ESCUTCHEON 

A  lesson  is  carved  in  hard  wood. 

asked  the  government  for  some  me- 
mentos from  her.  As  a  result,  such 
items  as  the  silver  service,  the  com- 
mission pennant,  the  battle  flag,  the 
chronometer  and  the  escutcheon 
were  received. 

The  escutcheon  has  meant  most 
to  me.  It  is  a  beautiful  piece  of 
red,  white  and  blue  art  work  on 
hard  wood,  depicting  a  nautical 
legend  on  a  shield  in  the  form  of  a 
coat-of-arms. 

Most  prominent  on  the  escutcheon 
is  the  Latin  motto,  "Nunquam  Non 


Parati,"  which  means,  "Never  Un- 
prepared." 

Rear  Admiral  B.  J.  Rodgers  who 
was  the  captain  of  this  famous 
cruiser  in  its  victorious  battles  of 
World  War  II,  told  me  that  this 
stirring  motto  was  a  powerful  moti- 
vating factor  among  the  officers  and 
men. 

"Nunquam  Non  Parati"  to  the 
personnel  stood  exactly  for  its  Ameri- 
can equivalent,  "Never  Unprepared." 
The  thrilling  record  of  this  great 
ship  shows  how  literally  her  brave 
men  took  that  motto— they  met  every 
emergency;  they  were  ready! 

This  motto  also  applied  to  the  con- 
struction of  the  ship,  herself,  for 
she  had  been  designed  and  built 
with  such  foresight  and  skill  in 
preparation  for  action  against  the 
enemy  that  when  severely  injured 
she  could  still  come  off  victorious 
and  make  port  without  assistance. 
Even  when  taken  out  of  service  and 
used  as  a  target  ship,  her  construc- 
tion was  so  sturdy  that  she  was  not 
sunk  by  either  atomic  blast  or  naval 
gunfire.  She  typified  planned  prep- 
aration for  action. 

"Never  Unprepared,"  should  be- 
come part  of  our  teaching  code,  too. 
We  should  plan  our  preparatory 
activities  for  Sunday  School  with 
such  thoroughness  and  foresight  that 
on  the  Sabbath  morning  we  are 
spiritually  ready  and  have  a  com- 
plete plan  of  action  for  that  day's 
assignment. 
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Director  of  Pupil  Activities? 


P^ynamic  pupil  participation  each 
Sunday  should  be  the  goal  of 
each  teacher  who  is  conscientious 
in  his  desire  to  help  class  members 
live  the  Sunday  School  lessons.  The 
understanding  teacher  will  not  mon- 
opolize too  much  of  the  valuable  les- 
son time.  He  will  not  talk  too  much. 
Instead,  he  will  remain  in  the  back- 
ground, wielding  his  influence  as  a 
director  of  pupil  activity.  He  will 
encourage  active  participation.  He 
will  keep  this  question,  uppermost 
in  mind,  during  the  preparation  and 
presentation  of  a  lesson— what  will 
the  learner  do? 

A  Program  In  Action 

Let  us  glance  at  a  Sunday  School 
in  action.  The  worship  service  has 
just  been  concluded  and  classwork 
has  begun.  We  start  down  the  hall- 
way. We  enter  one  room  and  see  a 
group  of  adults  organizing  them- 
selves into  a  panel  for  the  discussion 
of  a  pertinent  topic.  We  look  in  next 
upon  a  group  of  adolescents.  The 
member  in  charge  is  calling  the 
roll.  As  each  one  answers,  he  re- 
ports progress  that  has  been  made 
on  their  project— that  of  visiting  in- 
frequent attenders  and  inviting  them 
to  join  once  more  in  Sunday  School 
activities. 

One  classroom  is  empty,  but  we 
soon  find  the  members  and  teacher 
making  a  tour  of  the  building  in 
company  with  the  custodian,  to  more 
fully  appreciate  the  place  in  which 
they  meet  and  to  pay  it  the  proper 
respect.  A  group  of  youngsters  are 
in  the  Bishop's  office.  He  is  showing 
them  how  he  makes  out  receipts  for 
their  tithing  and  other  contributions. 

In  the  nursery  room  we  enjoy  an 
interesting  picture  unfolding  before 
our  eyes.  Two  lovely  youngsters  are 
standing  before  an  easel  painting 
pictures  of  things  they  can  see  in  our 
great,  big,  wonderful  world.  Five 
children  are  working  together,  build- 
ing a  house  with  construction  blocks. 
Three  children  are  lying  on  a  carpet, 
looking  with  interest  and  delight  at 
colored  picture  books.  As  we  watch, 


'By  Hazel  R   Young 


Put  meaning  into  their  classroom  experiences; 
let  them  live  their  lessons. 


At  story  time,  chil- 
dren gather  around 
their  teacher  and 
share  experiences 
with   her. 


"Pre-teens"  complet- 
ing a  map  of  their 
ward  soon  determine 
who  is  not  a  class- 
mate that  should  be. 


ij") 
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A  visit  to  the  bish- 
op's office  can  bet- 
ter instruct  all  as  to 
the  purpose  and  han- 
dling of  collections. 


the  teacher  quietly  calls  them  all  to 
the  rug.  It  will  be  story  time— little 
tots  learning  to  live  with  each  other, 
to  share  materials,  to  take  turns,  and 
to  respond  to  an  adult's  wise 
direction. 

We  move  on.  A  group  of  eight- 
year-old  boys  and  girls  are  complet- 
ing a  map  of  their  ward.  Each  one 
has  made  and  cut  out  a  picture  of 
his  home,  which  will  be  placed  in  its 
proper  place  on  the  map.  Another 
room  holds  a  class  of  young  Latter- 
day  Saints  listening  with  enthusiastic 
attention  to  a  returned  missionary 
who  relates  first-hand  experiences 
he  has  had  in  the  Argentine  Mission. 


Oral  reports  are  being  made  in 
still  another  room,  and  the  teacher 
tells  us  that  they  are  polishing  up 
some  2V2-minute  talks  to  be  given  in 
the  worship  service  next  Sunday.  We 
open  another  door  and  see  an  ener- 
getic group,  writing  answers  to 
some  carefully  formulated  questions 
written  on  the  blackboard.  They  are 
reading  and  studying  their  manuals 
for  information. 

A  lively  conversation  inspired  by 
lovely  pictures  is  in  progress  in  the 
next  room.  It  is  revealing  to  listen 
to  the  comments— to  discover  the  in- 
terests and  knowledge  of  young 
thinkers. 

We  peek  in  at  a  workshop  of  busy 
people  engaged  in  completing  gen- 
ealogical records,  and  try  not  to  in- 
terrupt a  question-and-answer  period 
which  followed  a  filmstrip  showing 
characteristics  of  the  child  from  five 
to  ten  in  the  Family  Relations  group. 

Dynamic  participation  is  in  evi- 
dence everywhere.  Learning  is  tak- 
ing place.  Students  are  actually  liv- 
ing the  lessons. 

Achieving  The  Goal 

Meaningful  classroom  experiences 
provide  many  opportunities  for  ac- 
tive participation.  The  individual 
in  a  group  may  be  stimulated  to 
think  seriously  about  a  problem  or 
to  listen  intelligently  as  a  Gospel 
principle  is  expounded.  He  may  be 
motivated  to  express  his  innermost 
feelings  through  one  of  many  pos- 
sible forms  of  creative  expression. 
He  may  choose  to  engage  actively 
in  some  form  of  language  activity, 
such  as  writing,  reading,  reporting, 
speaking,  or  dramatizing.  He  may 
work  with  the  teacher  in  making  the 
plans,  in  carrying  forward  the  plans, 
and  in  evaluating  the  outcomes  re^ 
ceived  from  the  experience.  He  will 
learn  by  actually  doing. 

As  teachers,  let  us  remember  the 
great  goal— to  teach  for  effective  liv- 
ing. Let  us  strive  to  encourage  dy- 
namic participation  of  all  kinds  that 
this  goal  may  be  achieved. 
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So  fades  a  summer  cloud  away; 

So  sinks  the  gale  when  storms  are 
o'er; 
So  gently  shuts  the  eye  of  day; 

So  dies  a  wave  along  the  shore. 

—M.  Barbauld. 


O 


|ne  of  Elder  Matthew  Cowley's 
outstanding  attributes  was  that 
of  a  great  heart  filled  with  love, 
gratitude  and  affection  for  others. 
It  was  a  love  born  of  his  devotion  to 
the  simple  truths  of  the  Restored 
Gospel;  a  love  that  knew  no  barriers. 
To  him  everyone  was  good. 

His  personal  interest  in  the  affairs 
of  others  from  all  walks  of  life 
touched  their  hearts  and  made  of 
each  a  friend.  He  recognized  in 
everyone  an  immortal  soul  to  be 
loved  as  a  precious  child  of  God. 
Though  he  walked  with  the  great 
and  important,  he  gave  comfort  to 
those  who  were  troubled.  In  his 
compassion  for  the  sick  and  afflicted, 
he  suffered  with  them. 

Now  his  earthly  mission  is  com- 
pleted. Here  are  a  few  glimpses  of 
this  beloved  man  who  was  an  ad- 
viser to  the  General  Board  of  the 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union  since 
April,  1951: 

Life  Is  Eternal 

"IAThile  Elder  Matthew  Cowley  was 
leaving  our  home  after  spend- 
ing Saturday  evening  with  us,  we 
suggested  that  he  take  good  care  of 
himself  in  the  interest  of  a  long  life. 
He  chuckled  softly  and  replied,  "Life 
is  eternal."  This  was  just  seven  hours 
before  his  passing. 

—Joseph  F.  Cowley, 

Brother. 

.       ;.?i      ,  fc  *  W 


The  "Underdog"  -  His  Hobby 

""IAThat  is  your  chief  hobby?"    I 
asked  Elder  Matthew  Cowley 
as  we  chatted  one  day. 

"My  chief  hobby?  I  wonder  if  I 
have  one,"  and  he  leaned  his  head 
into  his  hand  in  retrospective 
thought.  "I  didn't  know  I  had  a 
hobby,"  he  finally  answered,  "but 
if  I  have,  it's  the  'underdog." 


Colder    rvjattkew    Cou/ie 
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^hfe    L^omf-orted   the    troubled 


"You  know,"  he  continued,  "it 
makes  my  heart  bleed  to  see  a  man— 
my  friend,  and  they  are  all  my 
friends— look  hopefully,  beseeching- 
ly at  me  and  say  'can  you  spare  me 
the  price  of  a  meal?'  I  can  tell  from 
his  staggering  demeanor  that  it's 
liquor  and  not  food  that  he  craves 
with  a  desperate  hunger.  I  think, 
'there,  but  for  the  blessings  of  God 
and  the  entreating  solicitude  of  my 
wonderful  parents,  might  I  be.' 

"Alcoholics  Anonymous,  Brother 
Hill,  is  a  wonderful  organization  of 
these  rescued  men.  It  is  doing  an 
immense  amount  of  good.  It  is  the 
one  hope  of  men,  unwaringly  caught 
in  the  meshes  of  this  almost  un- 
shakeable  disease  —  alcoholism  —  to 
regain  again  self-respect  and  normal 
family   life   and   useful   citizenship. 


Its  members  stand  ready,  day  or 
night,  to  go  to  a  suffering  recruit 
with  companionship  to  bolster  his 
faith  in  God  and  in  his  own  fighting 
qualities  in  his  desperate  struggle  to 
break  the  strangle  hold  of  demon 
rum. 

"The  fight  must  go  on  for  months, 
sometimes  years  before  it  is  won.  If 
my  small  mite  can  help  some 
struggling  mortal  to  regain  his  man- 
hood, oh  how  I  want  to  give  it!" 

—George  R.  Hill, 

General  Superintendent, 
Deseret  Sunday  School  Union. 


He  Did  Not  Condemn  Any  Man 

Colder  Matthew  Cowley  took  the 
Lord's   work,    but   not   himself, 
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seriously.  He  frequently  reminded 
his  friends  of  what  he  called  the 
"fifth  commandment"  —  don't  take 
yourself  too  seriously. 

One  evening  in  1950  when  Elder 
Cowley  was  in  Tahiti  in  connection 
with  the  dedication  of  a  chapel  in 
that  far-off  island,  he  retired  to  his 
room  after  an  exhausting  day  of 
Church  service.  Word  reached  him 
through  his  companion,  Alma  G. 
Burton,  that  18  natives  were  wait- 
ing outside  for  his  blessing.  Despite 
his  weariness,  Elder  Cowley  told 
Brother  Burton  to  send  them  to  his 
room.  He  put  his  clothes  back  on 
and  gave  each  of  the  18  a  blessing, 
He  commented  that  he  was  in  Tahiti 
to  "bless  these  people."  He  said  that 
as  long  as  the  Lord  would  let  him, 
he  would  do  so. 

Elder  Cowley,  as  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  Brigham  Young 
University,  never  overlooked  an  op- 
portunity to  advance  the  program  of 
the  school.  During  the  drive  for 
funds  for  the  "Y"  fieldhouse  in  1950 
and  1951,  he  sent  out  more  than  400 
personal  appeals  for  contributions  to 
friends  and  acquaintances.  The  re- 
sults were  amazing.  Some  who  re- 
ceived letters  had  already  made  sub- 
stantial gifts.  But  after  hearing  from 
their  friend  "Matt"  they  sent  an  ad- 
ditional amount  as  an  expression  of 
love  for  him.  He  also  delivered  sev- 
eral helpful  talks  in  connection  with 
the  drive  for  funds. 

In  his  ministry,  Elder  Cowley  con- 
demned sin  but  not  the  Lord's  chil- 
dren. Discussing  some  of  the  way- 
ward with  a  missionary  friend,  he 
said  that  he  was  not  here  to  con- 
demn any  man.  He  would  disap- 
prove sin  and  acts  that  were  not  ac- 
cording to  the  commandments.  But 
he  felt  —  saint  or  sinner  —  all  of  us 
were  children  of  God  and  "I  don't 
condemn  them." 

His  sympathy  and  friendship  for 
all  classes  knew  no  bounds.  After  his 
passing,  an  inmate  of  the  state  peni- 
tentiary talked  to  a  member  of  the 
State  Board  of  Pardons  regarding 
Elder  Cowley.  The  prisoner  was  so 
touched  that  he  wept  over  the  loss 
of  his  friend.  Elder  Cowley  knew 
those  on  both  sides  of  a  fence.  He 
rebuked  those  who  had  violated  the 
law,  but  they  loved  him. 

Elder  Cowley  was  a  fisherman  of 
men.  His  apostleship  was  anything 
but  a  desk  job.  Frequently  he 
dropped  in  the  business  establish- 
ments of  his  friends  for  visits.  He 
would  sit  down  with  a  bottle  of  pop 
and  visit  with  all  of  the  employees— 
from  the  manager  to  the  lowest  paid. 


Elder  Cowley  felt  that  worthiness 
in  Latter-day  Saints  should  be  taken 
into  account  in  providing  chapels 
and  places  to  meet.  He  felt  that 
worthy  Saints  of  small  income  de- 
served to  meet  in  circumstances  as 
favorable  as  those  of  more  wealth. 

-Clark  N.  Stohl, 

Personal  Friend. 


The  marvelous  example  that  he 
set  for  us  as  missionaries  has  indeed 
enriched  our<4ives.  He  stayed  in 
the  most  huflble  of  homes  and  ate 
the  most  humble  food.  He  praised, 
but  never  condemned.  He  loved  all 
and  hated  none.  He  indeed  truly 
exemplified  the  life  of  Jesus  Christ 
and  was  a  true  witness  of  Christ's 


mission. 


ELDER    MATTHEW    COWLEY 

Elder  Matthew  Cowley  was  the  first 
General  Authority  of  the  Church  of 
Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints  to 
be  appointed  president  of  the  Pacific  Mis- 
sions. In  this  capacity  he  served  with 
distinction,  for  he  was  a  true  friend  of 
the  Polynesian  people.  Previously  he  spent 
13  years  as  a  missionary  or  mission  presi- 
dent among  the  Maoris  in  the  New  Zea- 
land Mission.  When  only  17  he  was  called 
on  his  first  mission  there;  in  1938  he  re- 
turned to  preside  over  the  mission  as 
president. 

He  learned  to  speak  the  Maori  lan- 
guage so  well  that  he  translated  the  Doc- 
trine and  Covenants,  Pearl  of  Great  Price 
and  re-edited  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  the 
New  Zealand  native  tongue. 

In  1946,  he  was  appointed  as  president 
of  the  Pacific  Missions  with  headquarters 
in   Salt   Lake   City. 

He  was  born  Aug  2,  1897,  in  Preston, 
Ida.,  son  of  the  late  Elder  Matthias  F. 
Cowley,  formerly  a  member  of  the  Twelve. 
His  mother  was  Abbie  Hyde  Cowley.  The 
same  year  they  moved  to  Salt  Lake  City. 
There  he  attended  the  public  schools  and 
the  old  LDS  High  School. 

After  returning  from  his  mission  to 
New  Zealand,  he  attended  the  University 
of  Utah  where  he  was  a  member  of  the 
Sigma  Chi  fraternity.  He  later  attended 
George  Washington  University  while  em- 
ployed in  Washington  D.  C  as  a  special 
assistant  to  the  Senate  Finance  Committee. 
He  was  graduated  from  the  latter  univer- 
sity with  his   degree   in   law. 

After  returning  to  Utah,  he  practiced 
law  in  Salt  Lake  City.  It  was  while  a 
member  of  the  law  firm  of  Cowley  and 
Thomas  that  he  was  elected  Salt  Lake 
county  attorney.  He  had  served  as  assistant 
county  attorney  for  over  two  years  prior 
to  that  time. 

In  1922  he  married  Elva  Taylor  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple.  Their  daughter  is  Mrs. 
Eleanor  Jewell  Cowley  Sheffield.  When 
they  returned  from  the  mission  field  in 
1938  they  brought  with  them  an  adopted 
son,  Duncan  Meha  Cowley,  a  native  boy 
from  New  Zealand. 

Elder  Cowley  was  sustained  a  member 
of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  at  the 
October,  1945,  General  Conference  and 
was  ordained  by  the  late  President  George 
Albert  Smith. 

He  died  in  his  sleep  of  heart  trouble, 
December   13,   1953. 

-B.O.H. 


—Richard  A.  Lambert, 

Former  Missionary. 


"Kia  Ngawari"  —  Be  Tolerant 

"Colder  Matthew  Cowley  changed 
my  life  completely  —  this  man, 
whose  outstanding  personality  has 
touched  the  hearts  of  all  Polynesia. 
We  as  missionaries  were  taught  one 
thing  in  particular  throughout  our 
mission:  "Kia  Ngawari,"  which  name 
we  adopted  for  our  missionary 
group.  This  word  has  a  depth  of 
meaning  similar  to  "Aloha"  in  the 
Hawaiian  language.  It  means  "Be 
Peaceful,"  "Be  Long  Suffering,"  "Be 
Tolerant,"  "Be  Loving  and  Kind." 
When  Tumaki  Cowley  talked  to  us, 
he  always  emphasized  this  "Kia 
Ngawari." 


Addresses  Not  Written 

/"^ne  day  while  driving  in  northern 
Idaho  with  Elder  Matthew  Cow- 
ley, I  asked  him  what  the  subject 
of  his  address  would  be  that  eve- 
ning in  conference.  He  replied  that 
he  did  not  know  yet.  He  added  that 
he  had  not  written  a  speech  since 
he  had  been  called  to  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve,  except  for  those  de- 
livered on  the  "Church  of  the  Air" 
broadcasts.  These  were  required  to 
be  written  beforehand. 

He  then  told  me  of  this  cherished 
experience  when  he  was  ordained 
to  the  Twelve.  After  the  ordination. 
President  George  Albert  Smith 
placed  his  arm  over  Elder  Cowley's 
shoulders  and  said,  "Brother  Matt., 
do  not  ever  write  a  speech  as  long 
as  you  live,  but  rely  on  the  inspira- 
tion of  the  Lord  that  you  always 
seem  to  have  with  you." 

I  have  accompanied  Elder  Cowley 
on  many  assignments  and  heard1  him 
deliver  his  masterful  sermons;  they 
have  always  been  messages  filled 
with  the  same  spirit  of  inspiration. 
His  preparation  did  not  include 
writing  his  addresses. 

—David  M.  Evans. 

Former  Missionary. 


He  Inspired  Confidence 

Colder  Matthew  Cowley  was  con- 
tinually  pleasant,  and  he  had  a 
way  of  making  each  one  of  us  in  his 
office  feel  important,  needed  and 
wanted.  Our  problems  were  impor- 
tant to  him,  and  he  inspired  our 
confidence.  No  matter  how  press- 
ing his  duties  were,  he  took  time  to 
become  acquainted  with  each  of  us 
and  to  give  a  few  minutes  of  his 
time  each  day,  to  lift  our  spirits  and 
make  us  smile  or  chuckle.  Those 
moments  became  the  high  light  of 
each  day. 

—Mickey  Ashdown, 

Secretary. 
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Sometimes  in  the  middle  of  a  story  Sister  Jean  Kunz  invites  the  children  to  help  her 
develop  the  narrative  by  drawing  pictures  to  illustrate  important  ideas. 


She  Uses 
Heart  with 
Art  in  Her 

Teaching 

(By  Pearl  Allred 

Children  recognize  a  condition  of 
mind  and  heart  in  this  teacher  that 
reaches  out  and  accepts  them  as 
friends  and  equals  who  are  about 
to  share  a  fresh  and  wonderful 
experience. 


T^here  is  perhaps  no  greater  challenge  in  the  Sunday 
School  system  than  the  one  which  must  be  met  in 
handling  that  miscellaneous  and  uninhibited  group,  the 
2-to-8-year-olds.  But  Sister  Jean  T.  Kunz  of  the  Ogden 
Thirty-third  Ward,  East  Ogden  Stake,  brings  about 
harmony  and  reverence  without  the  aid  of  magic  and 
without  raising  her  voice. 

To  understand  the  secret  of  her  outstanding  suc- 
cess in  the  role  of  Junior  Sunday  School  teacher,  one 
needs  to  watch  her  at  work. 

A  Transformation  Takes  Place 

At  the  stroke  of  ten,  when  the  five-minute  period 
of  opening  music  begins,  a  transformation  comes  over 
her  fidgeting  congregation.  Their  faces  become  intent 
and  listening.  It  is  no  accident  that  this  music  is  some- 
thing they  have  heard  before.  Sister  Kunz  believes 
that  the  opening  piece  should  always  hold  a  note  of 
pleasant  familiarity  to  put  them  quickly  at  their  ease 
and  make  them  feel  at  home.  It  is  "mood"  music,  in  a 
very  real  sense,  and  in  this  case  it  sets  the  mood  for 
reverence— one  that  prevails  for  the  rest  of  the  Sunday 
School  period. 

The  secret  of  that  prevailing  spirit  is  not  to  be 
found  altogether  in  the  techniques  Sister  Kunz  employs, 
though  undoubtedly  the  excellence  that  marks  her 
work  as  an  instructor  of  the  Weber  College  Nursery 
School,  Ogden,  Utah,  carries  over  into  her  duties  in 
Sunday  School.  It  has  something  to  do  with  her  own 
inward  calm,  and  with  the  children's  intuitive  recog- 
nition of  a  condition  of  mind  and  heart  in  their  teacher 
that  reaches  out  and  accepts  them  as  friends  and 
equals  who  are  about  to  share  with  her  a  fresh  and 
wonderful  experience. 

Almost  before  the  music  stops  she  has  launched 
into  a  story  of  the  Golden  Plates,  or  possibly  of  the 
first  Tabernacle  organ.  Her  voice  is  so  low  the  children 
have  to  be  very  quiet  to  hear.  And  they  are  quiet,  be- 
cause experience  has  taught  them  that  whatever  she  has 
to  say  is  something  they  very  much  want  to  hear. 

It  is  not  unusual  for  some  child  to  interrupt  her 
now  and  then  with  some  spontaneous  word  of  acclaim. 


"You  tell  things  good,"  one  may  say.  And  another, 
later  on,  "Sister  Kunz,  is  that  a  new  dress?" 

Once,  as  she  spoke  of  Peter,  the  Apostle,  one  lad 
chirped  up,  "Peter— that's  my  name!" 

Sister  Kunz  smiled  and  said,  "Isn't  that  fine  that 
you  should  have  the  name  of  that  great  man!" 

Peter  giggled  a  little  self-consciously  and  then  sat 
up  straight  and  proud  as  if  the  teacher  had  just  pinned 
a  medal  on  him.  Sister  Kunz  meets  the  occasional 
interruption  with  charm  and  tact,  but  passes  over  it 
quickly  in  order  not  to  destroy  the  unity  of  the  lesson 
she  is  teaching  or  the  story  she  is  telling. 

Build  the  Right  Feelings 

It  is  important,  she  believes,  to  build  up  the  right 
feelings  for  everything  that  takes  place,  and  her  way 
of  doing  it  is  natural  and  unforced.  What  are  they 
thankful  for  on  this  particular  day?  All  are  eager  to 
tell:  the  flowers  and  birds,  Jesus,  the  sunshine,  fathers 
and  mothers,  even  the  new  family  car. 

Following  such  an  articulate  session  of  thankfulness, 
even  the  shyest  child,  when  called  upon  to  pray,  has 
no  trouble  expressing  his  own  private  gratitude  and 
that  of  his  classmates. 

"The  thing  one  must  remember,"  says  Sister  Kunz, 
"is  that  these  young  children  have  an  interest  span 
of  from  only  about  five  to  fifteen  minutes,  and  you 
must  provide  in  your  plans  for  that." 

What  she  herself  does  is  to  introduce  an  infinite 
variety  into  her  program,  but  without  any  artificial— or 
even  perceptible— breaks  in  continuity.  Before  restless- 
ness has  a  chance  to  start,  she  lets  her  story  lead  into 
song  and  song  into  action,  so  that  as  they  sing,  they 
stand  and  stretch  and  turn  about. 

Sometimes  pantomime  and  dramatizations  supply 
the  change  in  the  morning  tempo.  But  such  things  are 
not  "breaks"  in  the  routine.  They  are  part  of  it,  and 
each  has  its  share  in  building  up  the  religious  objective 
the  teacher  has  in  mind. 

Sometimes  in  the  middle  of  a  story  Sister  Kunz  pro- 
duces a  clip  board  and  crayons  and  invites  the  chil- 
dren to  help  her  develop  a  narrative  by  suggesting 
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pictures  that  might  fit  in.    She  draws  what  they  sug- 
gest—the sky,  the  grass,  the  seeds  in  the  ground,  now 


Sister  Kunz  believes  that  pictures  are  valuable  only  as  additions 
or  illustrations  for  a  lesson  or  story. 


sending  down  roots,  now  growing  into  trees. 

How  natural  at  this  point  that  they  should  begin 
singing,  "One  little  leaf  on  the  tree  popped  out."  And 
how  natural  that  they,  themselves,  after  being  pro- 
vided with  paper  and  paints,  should  begin  drawing 
their  own  versions  of  trees  and  flowers  and  the  good 
things  Heavenly  Father  has  made  for  their  happiness. 

Only  As  an  Addition 

Asked  about  the  use  of  visual  aids,  Sister  Kunz  says, 
"Yes,  they  can  be  very  valuable— but  only  as  an  addi- 
tion or  illustration  for  a  lesson  or  a  story,  never  as  a 
substitute  for  it."  She  believes  that  such  aids,  overused, 
can  distract  from  the  important  message  the  teacher 
has  meant  to  give. 

One  thing  she  is  firm  about.  Stories,  she  believes, 
should  always  be  told,  never  read.  And  her  system 
seems  to  work.  As  she  talks,  every  child  somehow  gets 
the  conviction  she  is  speaking  directly  to  him,  and  he 
repays  her  with  rapt  attention. 

Of  the  many  memorable  qualities  Sister  Kunz  pos- 
sesses, most  important,  perhaps,  is  her  recognition  of 
the  dignity  of  her  young  charges.  She  never  talks 
down  to  them,  never  becomes  excessively  "cute"  in 
her  approach,  never  assumes  false  vivaciousness  or  an 
artificial  sweetness,  but  always  makes  her  own  per- 
formance something  to  stimulate  theirs. 

Clifton  Fadiman,  critic  and  radio  celebrity,  once 
said  of  an  author  he  admired,  "He  sees  freshly  like  a 
child,  and  comments  wisely  like  a  grownup."  One 
might  reverse  that  idea  and  say  of  Sister  Kunz,  "She 
sees  wisely  like  a  grownup,  but  communicates  her 
wisdom  in  the  clear  and  concrete  language  of  the 
child." 

Like  all  who  work  successfully  with  young  chil- 
dren, she  has  found  the  way  to  their  hearts. 


LATTER-DAY  SAINT  SUNDAY 


What 
SCHOOL  TEACHING 


Pouring  my  early  years  my  father 
was  not  a  member  of  the  Church, 

and  he  opposed  my  joining  until,  as 

he  put  it,  "I  was 
old  enough  to 
make  up  my  own 
mind."  But  the 
lovely  lady  who 
was  my  mother 
saw  to  it  that  I 
went  to  Sunday 
School  regularly 
and   to    Church 

Samuel  R.  Carpenter  ^    Sch°°ls    for 

tour  years. 

I  remember  very  clearly  the  coun- 
sel of  a  friend  when  I  was  ponder- 
ing the  problem  of  joining  the 
Church:  "If  there  is  nothing  to  it 
you  will  have  lost  nothing,  and  if 
it  is  true  you  will  have  gained  the 


greatest  thing  in  the  world." 

Not  being  a  member  of  the 
Church  until  after  my  17th  birth- 
day, I  missed  the  instruction  that 
comes  to  a  deacon  and  teacher. 
Therefore,  when  I  went  into  the 
mission  field  and  into  adult  life  I 
was  forced  to  lean  heavily  on  what 
I  had  learned  from  my  Sunday 
School  teachers.  God  bless  them  for 
their  patience  and  understanding. 

In  later  years  I  have  taught  sev- 
eral Sunday  School  classes  and  have 
served  as  a  Sunday  School  superin- 
tendent and  a  stake  board  member. 
Based  on  these  experiences,  I  am  in 
thorough  agreement  with  the  com- 
ment of  a  wise  college  professor 
whom  I  met  in  Washington:  "If  you 
really  want  to  learn  a  thing,  under- 
take to  teach  it." 


Has  Done  for  Me 

"By  Samuel  R.  Carpenter* 


Much  of  what  I  know  about  the 
Gospel  today  is  the  result  of  my  at- 
tempts to  teach  it.  The  statement 
made  by  Elder  Adam  S.  Bennion  at 
the  recent  conference  of  the  Church 
is  indeed  true,  that  the  effective 
teacher  is  in  partnership  with  God. 

^Brother  Carpenter  was  born  in  Evanston, 
Wyo.,  and  grew  up  in  Vernal,  Utah.  For  the  past 
27  years  he  has  lived  in  Washington,  D.C. 

He  has  served  as  a  counselor  and  president  of 
the  Washington  Branch  when  it  was  a  part  of  the 
Eastern  States  Mission.  During  the  past  several 
years,  he  has  served  as  bishop  of  the  Chevy 
Chase  Ward  and  first  counselor  in  the  Washing- 
ton Stake  Presidency.  He  filled  a  mission  in 
Holland  in  1921-23. 

While  in  Washington  he  has  served  with  the 
Federal  Reserve  Board,  which  has  primary  respon- 
sibility for  the  central  banking  functions  of  the 
Federal  Government.  He  has  been  secretary  of 
that  organization  since  1945. 

He  is  a  graduate  of  the  George  Washington 
Law  School  and  a  member  of  the  bar  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 
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Speedometers  for  Sunday  School 


(By  Sterling  W.  Sill 


Tt  may  be  that  in  the  Church  we 
sometimes  lose  a  great  oppor- 
tunity because  we  take  the  wrong 
attitude  toward  "statistics."  It  has 
been  said  that  statistics  are  "dry 
and  uninteresting."  However,  sta- 
tistics are  among  the  most  fascinat- 
ing and  helpful  of  all  forms  of  in- 
formation, and  that  by  their  proper 
use  Sunday  School  work  can  be 
made  more  interesting,  more  spir- 
itual, more  pleasant  and  more  ef- 
fective. 

Probably  no  single  habit  so  pro- 
foundly influences  all  other  leader- 
ship habits  as  that  of  planning  and 
recordkeeping  -  planning  tomor- 
row's activities  today,  and  doing 
today  what  we  planned  yesterday. 
These  two  cannot  be  separated.  And 
the  key  to  success  is  the  way  we  use 
the  written  record,  the  score,  the 
checkup,  the  statistics. 

The  late  Albert  E.  Bowen  said 
during  1952  Leadership  Week  at 
Brigham  Young  University  that  he 
knew  of  no  financial  institution  jtfyat 
could  long  survive  if  they  conducted 
their  business  as  we  conduct  our 
Church  work.  If  this  is  true,  then  we 
must  learn  to  be  more  businesslike 
in  the  Church,  and  an  accurate  and 
complete  set  of  records  with  the 
stimulation  and  businesslike  attitude 
with  which  they  are  used  in  business 
is  an  important  starting  place  for  us. 

Under  the  following  general  head- 
ings some  of  the  supposed  values  of 
statistics  in  Church  work  will  be 
indicated: 

Work  Is  More  Interesting 

Work  is  more  interesting  when  toe 
work  with  the  statistics,  or  the  score. 
Think  what  happens  in  other  fields. 
Take  football,  for  example.  The 
score  or  statistics  make  the  game. 
The  length  of  every  kick,  pass,  down, 
and  run  is  measured.  These  statistics 
are  more  important  to  success  than 
fatigue,  reward,  bruises  or  fear  of 
injury.    Take   away   statistics   from 


football  and  you  take  away  all  of 
the  incentive,  interest,  desire  re- 
play, or  the  desire  to  watch. 

A  speedometer  on  an  automobile 
serves  many  useful  purposes.  No  one 
knows  how  fast  he  is  going  or  how 
far  he  has  gone  without  it.  Neither 
does  he  know  in  Church  work.  And 
it  is  thought  that  if  the  technique  of 
the  stop  watch,  the  tape  measure 
and  the  scoreboard  could  be  effec- 
tively used  by  each  individual  in 
Church  work,  his  work  could  take  on 
a  zest  and  enthusiasm  of  a  game  with 
inevitable  improvement  in  the  score. 

Working  Toward  Goal  Easier 

It  is  easier  to  work  toward  a  goal 
or  a  standard.  If  there  was  kept 
constantly  before  us  the  record  of 
our  past  performances,  we  would 
probably  try  to  improve.  Then  our 
work  would  improve  in  quality.  As 
an  example,  consider  two  golfers. 
One  doesn't  keep  score.  He  has  no 
goal  to  reach,  no  contest  to  win,  no 
aim  in  his  game.  He  is  just  out  for 
the  exercise.  The  other  golfer  is 
preparing  for  a  tournament.  To  him 
every  stroke,  every  yard,  every  slice, 
is  important.  No  one  doubts  the 
value  of  an  aim  and  a  score  in  golf. 

In  the  Church  we  need  more  care- 
ful supervision,  and  some  kind  of 
religious  speedometer  and  compass 
to  indicate  our  speed  and  direction. 
We  should  know  immediately  when 
we  start  to  slip.  In  business  we  have 
bank  balances  or  statements  of  profit 
and  loss  and  other  devices  to  keep 
us  informed  of  our  solvency.  But 
Church-wise  many  of  us  may  be 
headed  toward  bankruptcy  and  don't 
even  know  it. 

Aid  in  Planning 

Statistics  help  in  planning.  The 
highest  paid  man  in  the  army  is  the 
planner.  Henry  Ford  is  supposed  to 
have  said  that  the  difference  in  the 
old  Model  T  and  the  Lincoln  Zephyr 


was  planning.  And  we  can  do  ef- 
fective planning  only  when  we  have 
before  us  a  record  of  performance 
showing  mistakes  and  accomplish- 
ments and  the  performance  of  others. 

If  a  baseball  player  did  not  have 
the  statistics  furnished  by  a  batting 
sheet  and  the  field  record,  how 
would  he  know  where  to  plan  im- 
provement. Probably  the  most  im- 
portant part  of  planning  is  deter- 
mination to  follow  the  plan.  But  the 
second  most  important  part  of 
planning  is  the  checkup  based  on 
the  statistics.  Statistics  show  us 
what  we  are.  No  wonder  some  of  us 
don't  like  them! 

In  training  your  son,  don't  ever 
give  him  an  assignment  unless  you 
check  up  and  see  that  the  assign- 
ment is  completed.  The  procedure 
is  far  more  important  if  you  are 
training  a  Sunday  School  teacher, 
and  still  more  important  if  you  are 
training  yourself.  It  is  far  easier  to 
live  according  to  a  plan  than  to  live 
by  merely  how  you  feel  at  the  mo- 
ment; especially  if  you  know  you 
are  being  checked  on,  you  make 
your  best  effort. 

Statistics  Stimulate 

Statistics  stimulate  us  to  do  our 
best  work.  Reed  Smoot  once  said 
that  "an  ambition  to  excel  is  indis- 
pensable to  success."  In  business  or 
sports  we  try  to  win.  We  are  not 
ashamed  of  success  or  our  attempts 
to  succeed  or  excel.  But  in  Church 
work  we  are  afraid  that  it  might 
not  be  the  right  spirit  or  that  some- 
one will  mistake  the  motive,  and  so 
we  often  sacrifice  a  fine,  vigorous 
aggressiveness  that  we  exercise  in 
our  business  ventures,  and  accept 
mediocrity  in  its  place  so  that  we 
will  not  disturb  ourselves  or  anyone 
else.  We  trifle  with  God. 

There  is  no  stimulation  that  ever 

comes  to  a  human  being  comparable 

to  that  which  comes  as  reward  for 

( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 
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Editor's  Note:  If  you  have  a  question  on 
Sunday  School  procedure,  submit  it  to  your 
stake  or  mission  superintendency.  If  this 
superintendency  would  like  more  information  re- 
garding the  query,  then  it  should  be  directed  to: 
Question  Box,  The  Instructor,  50  North  Main 
Street,  Salt  Lake  City-  1,   Utah. 


Question  Box 


When  Is  a  Person  Tardy? 


When  Tardy? 

QWhen  is  a  person  tardy  for  Sun- 
•  day  School,  at  10  a.m.  or  not 
until  a  member  of  the  bishopric 
turns  the  meeting  over  to  the  Sunday 
School?         —San  Bernardino  Stake. 

A.  If  your  Sunday  School  begins 
at  10  a.m.,  a  person  is  tardy  if  he 
arrives  after  that  time.  Sunday 
School  officially  begins  when  a  mem- 
ber of  the  bishopric  or  superintend- 
ency makes  the  opening  announce- 
ment from  the  pulpit. 


Reading  Hymns 

Q.  A  ward  in  Richland  Stake 
reads  the  first  verse  of  the  opening 
song  in  Sunday  School.  It  seems  to 
take  up  too  much  time.  Should  this 
be  discouraged  or  encouraged? 

—Richland  Stake. 

A.  The  practice  of  announcing 
and  reading  the  first  stanza  of  the 
opening  hymn  in  Sunday  School 
should  be  discouraged.    In  the  per- 


fectly appointed  Sunday  School, 
there  is  no  announcement  of  hymns. 
The  numbers  for  hymns  are  merely 
displayed  on  the  hymn  board.  These 
numbers  should  be  put  in  place  by 
the  chorister  before  the  beginning  of 
the  prayer  meeting. 


Servicemen  and  Rolls 

Q.     Please   explain  how   to  give 

credit    to    servicemen    on    Sunday 

School  rolls.    How  should  they  be 

used  in  arriving  at  the  percentage? 

—Bannock  and  Idaho  Stakes. 

A.  All  members  of  the  ward 
(members  with  recommends  in  the 
ward)  should  be  listed  either  on 
the  active  or  potential  side  of  the 
roll  for  their  respective  classes.  A 
serviceman  who  is  approximately  18 
to  20  years  of  age  should  be  listed 
on  the  roll  for  Course  No.  16  (The 
Gospel  Message ) .  If  the  serviceman 
is  older,  then  his  name  should  be 
listed  on  the  roll  for  the  Gospel  Doc- 
trine   class.     If    the    serviceman    is 


away  from  the  ward,  then  his  name 
should  be  listed  on  the  active  side  of 
the  roll,  with  the  notation  that  he  is 
excused  from  attendance  so  long  as 
he  is  away.  Absence  of  servicemen 
from  the  ward  naturally  will  reduce 
the  percentage  of  attendance,  since 
it  is  figured  on  the  basis  of  course 
( or  class )  enrollment. 


Is  Index  Ready? 

Q.     When  will  the  1953  Instruc- 
tor index  be  ready?  How  much  will 
a  separate  copy  of  the  index  cost? 
—Portneuf  (Idaho)  Stake. 

A.  The  index  will  be  ready  this 
month  (February).  Copies  are  sup- 
plied free  on  request— or  you  may 
send  in  your  copies  of  the  magazine, 
and  The  Instructor  office  will  have 
them  bound,  complete  with  index, 
for  $3.25.  If  you  wish  a  1953  bound 
volume  and  do  not  have  the  maga- 
zines to  send  in,  the  price  is  $5.75. 
Send  your  request  in  now. 


SPEEDOMETERS   FOR   SUNDAY   SCHOOL 

(Concluded  from  opposite  page.) 


accomplishment.  A  football  player 
doesn't  want  to  miss  football  prac- 
tice because  that  would  cut  down 
his  effectiveness  and  make  a  cor- 
responding change  in  the  score.  But, 
too  often  in  Church  work,  it  doesn't 
matter  one  way  or  another.   We  do 


just  enough  to  pacify  our  con- 
science. We  often  have  no  plans,  no 
objectives,  no  goal  posts,  no  score- 
keeper,  no  measuring  chain,  no  stop 
watch.  We  are  not  going  any  place 
in  particular,  and  we  have  no  set 
time   for   arrival.     We    don't   know 


what  the  score  is;  and,  consequently, 
we  are  not  very  interested. 

It  is  suggested  that  we  train  our- 
selves as  Sunday  School  leaders  to 
set  objectives,  to  have  high  stand 
ards,  and  to  keep  records,  and  not 
keep  them  a  secret. 


\  Sunday  School  manual  in  the 
hands  of  a  boy  or  a  girl  in  your 
class,  regardless  of  whether  you  may 
live  and  work  in  the  town  or  in  the 
country,  may  alter  the  direction  of 
that  boy's  or  girl's  life! 

In  the  first  century  of  the  Chris- 
tian Era  an  obscure  man  wrote  a 


letter  to  someone,  which  in  a  sort 
of  miracle  was  preserved,  and  nine- 
teen hundred  years  afterwards  a 
fourteen-year-old  boy,  in  a  land  not 
heard  of  by  the  man,  read  it  and 
became  the  means  of  changing  the 
lives  of  hundred  of  thousands  of 
men  and  women  in  many  countries! 
— The  Instructor,  1943. 


TIThen  a  person  receives  intelli- 
gence  from  the  Lord,  and  is 
willing  to  communicate  that  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people,  he  will  re- 
ceive continual  additions  to  that 
intelligence;  and  there  is  no  end  to 
his  increase  so  long  as  he  will  hold 
fast  to  the  faith  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  —Lorenzo  Snow. 
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T/ie  combined  total  of  teaching  service  for  the  Hockstrasser  family  of  Tacoma  First 

Ward,  Tacoma  Stake,  exceeds  100  years.    On  the  front  row  is  (I.  to  r. ):  Media  and 

Liness;  the  children  on  the  back  row  are  Lois  O'Bryan,  Russell  and  LaRie  Harris. 


Notes  from  the  Field 

Teaching 
Develops 
Their 
Testimonies 

Conducted  by  Wallace  G.  Bennett 


Teaching  Family  of  Tacoma 

lyf embers  of  the  Hockstrasser  fam- 
ily have  accumulated  more  than 
100  years  of  Sunday  School  service. 
If  one  were  to  visit  the  Tacoma 
First  Ward  Sunday  School,  he  would 
likely  run  into  one  of  the  five  mem- 
bers of  the  family  who  are  teaching 
Sunday  School  there. 

Brother  Liness  Hockstrasser  taught 
the  Gospel  Doctrine  class  in  Tacoma 
for  20  consecutive  years.  When  he 
was  relieved  from  this  position  to 
become  president  of  the  Lamanite 
Mission  in  the  Seattle  Stake,  the 
class  presented  him  with  an  in- 
scribed gold  wrist  watch. 

His  wife,  Sister  Media  Hockstras- 
ser, is  presently  teaching  the  Investi- 
gators' Class  in  Tacoma,  and  is  a 
member  of  the  Tacoma  Stake  Board. 

Their  daughter,  Lois  H.  O'Bryan, 
is  doing  an  excellent  job  as  teacher 
trainer.  LaRie  H.  Harris,  also  a 
daughter,  is  still  teaching.  In  1953 
she  taught  "Our  Standard  Works." 
She  also  serves  as  a  member  of  the 
stake  board.  Russell  Hockstrasser  is 
both  chorister  and  teacher. 

Stake  superintendent  Roy  McKin- 
non  writes,  "If  you  would  suggest 
to  any  one  of  the  family  how  fortu- 
nate the  Church  has  been  to  have 
their  services  during  the  past  years, 
you  would  receive  a  warm  testimony 
from  their  lips— as  to  how  much  the 
Church  has  done  for  them." 


SIP"  Pfyjdjgiif.' 
Verla  Sandstrom 


Converted  in  Sunday  School 

'HTwelve  members  of  the  Investiga- 
i  tors'  class  taught  by  Verla  Sand- 
strom in  the  San  Leandro  Ward, 
Oakland  Stake, 
have  been  bap- 
tized into  the 
Church  in  the  18 
months  she  has 
conducted  the 
class.  She  portrays 
the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ  as  a  living, 
vital  part  of  every- 
day life;  the  truth 
that  one  cannot 
deny  or  live  fully  without. 

Each  class  member  is  encouraged 
to  bring  the  Standard  Works  every 
Sunday.  As  scriptures  are  discussed, 
class  members  are  urged  to  under- 
line the  passages  for  that  lesson. 

Sister  Sandstrom  spent  two  years 
in  the  Norwegian  Mission.  She  is 
a  living  example  of  her  teaching,  ac- 
cording to  Anthony  T.  Bozich,  ward 
superintendent. 


Mesa  Stake  Bulletin  Inspires 

]V/f esa  ( Arizona )  Stake  Sunday 
School  board,  headed  by  Charles 
Sellers,  stake  superintendent,  pub- 
lishes a  monthly  bulletin  to  Sunday 
School  workers.  This  bulletin  serves 
the  dual  purpose  of  informing  them 


about  Sunday  School  activities,  and 
inspiring  them  to  continuously  im- 
prove performance. 

A  recent  edition  contained  the  fol- 
lowing: a  message  from  Elder  Don- 
ald Ellsworth,  stake  president;  an 
explanation  of  the  investigators'  class 
and  its  relation  between  the  Sun- 
day School  and  the  stake  mission;  a 
page  on  the  aid  a  library  can  be; 
and  an  open  letter  to  Cleo  J.  Crock- 
ett congratulating  him  for  attaining 
100%  Instructor  subscriptions  in  the 
Casa  Grande  branch. 

The  stake  board  also  features  in 
the  bulletin  a  "Sunday  School  of  the 
month,"  and  a  "teacher  of  the 
month,"  giving  reasons  why  each  is 
recognized. 


Participation  Leads  to  Success 

Drother  Emil  Fetzer  teaches 
Course  No.  16  (The  Gospel  Mes- 
sage) in  Crystal  Heights  Ward, 
Highland  Stake.  But  he  does  not  do 
most  of  the  talking;  the  students  do 
in  thoughtful,  stimulating  discussion. 
It  is  the  usual  thing,  too,  for 
mimeographed  sheets  to  be  handed 
to  each  pupil  at  the  end  of  the  les- 
son  period.     These    sheets    contain 


If  there  is  a  particularly  outstanding  performance 
in  some  phase  of  Sunday  School  work   being 
done    in    your    stake,   ward    or    branch,    please 
report  it  to  Brother  Bennett,   who   should  be   ad- 
dressed:  Wallace  G.  Bennett,  The  Instructor,   50 
North  Main  Street,  Salt  Lake  City  1,  Utah. 
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special  thoughts  for  future  use  to 
be  kept  in  scrapbooks.  Brother  Fet- 
zer  realizes  that  the  students  are 
preparing  for  missions.  Boys  and 
girls  alike  receive  these  "Gems  of 
Truth"  with  much  enthusiasm. 

According  to  L.  F.  Dyson  of  the 
Highland  Stake  board,  "Here  is  a 
teacher   who   will   be   remembered 


Carry  the  Peace 


of  the  Chapel 
into  Your  Classes 

By  Helen  Beckstead 
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At  the  end  of  each  class  period,  sheets 

containing  special  thoughts  are  distributed 

to  students  for  their  future  use. 

always,  for  even  in  years  to  come 
each  time  this  group  of  young  peo- 
ple use  their  books  of  treasures 
gleaned  from  his  class,  they  will 
look  back  on  the  inspiration  given 
to  them  by  this  teacher  with  appre- 
ciation and  affection." 


COMING  EVENTS 

February  5,  1954 

January,  1954,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

March  5,  1954 

February,  1954,  Monthly 

Report  Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

March  31,  1954 

March,  1954,  Monthly  Report 

Sent  to  Stake  Secretary 

April  4,  5  and  6,  1954 

General  Conference,  Salt  Lake 

Tabernacle 


\ XTe  have  a  system  in  our  Sunday 
"^  School  that  carries  the  peace  of 
the  chapel  into  the  classrooms,  and 
back  again  into  the  chapel.  First  of 
all,  we  find  that  our  officers  and 
teachers  have  to  lead  out  by  their 
examples,  so  that  everyone  else 
knows  what  to  do  by  mere  imitation. 

Our  prayer  meeting  begins  at  the 
dot  of  the  appointed  time,  and  ends 
precisely  ten  minutes  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Sunday  School.  We 
feel  that  our  officers  and  teachers 
take  the  peaceful  attitude  from  our 
prayer  meeting  into  the  chapel,  and 
when  the  devotional  prelude  begins 
we  become  quieted  in  our  spirit 
and  take  our  places,  each  teacher 
among  his  own  group  and  the  of- 
ficers in  their  places  before  the  con- 
gregation. The  Sunday  School  be- 
gins promptly;  it  deserves  to  do  so. 

We  go  to  our  classes  immediately 
after  song  practice.  The  person  who 
is  conducting  the  Sunday  School 
arises  and,  by  a  sign,  without  words, 
indicates  that  the  congregation  is  to 
rise.  The  organist  begins  his  quiet 
music.  Then  beginning  with  the 
front  rows  and  continuing  row  by 
row,  the  boys  and  girls  walk  briskly 
down  the  aisle  single  file  until  they 
reach  the  front  of  the  chapel  where 
they  make  a  right  turn,  and  con- 
tinue from  there  walking  two  by 
two  toward  the  one  door  which 
leads  to  their  classrooms. 


No  visiting  takes  place  while  we 
separate  for  classes;  the  example  of 
the  officers  who  have  stood  up  with 
the  congregation  insures  this. 

We  find  that  it  helps  all  around 
to  walk  quickly  and  even  briskly 
down  the  aisles.  It  makes  us  feel 
that  our  Sunday  School  time  is  not 
being  wasted.  The  separation  pro- 
cedure is  accomplished  with  notice- 
able dispatch.  There  is  no  time  for 
useless  sociability;  it  can  wait  until 
our  Sunday  School  lessons  are  done. 

May  I  repeat  that  no  one  says  a 
word  during  this  procedure.  Precious 
time  is  thus  saved  because  everyone 
is  alert  to  the  present  business  and 
ready  to  file  from  the  row  when  his 
turn  comes.  We  like  our  system,  and 
we  do  not  want  it  to  be  lackadaisical. 

We  return  from  classes  the  same 
way  for  the  few  moments  of  closing 
worship. 

We  have  practiced  for  years— ever 
since  we  first  marched  in  Church— 
this  prompt  and  efficient  way  of 
going  to  and  from  classes,  and  we 
like  it. 


ABOUT  THE  AUTHOR 

Helen  Beckstead  is  a  housewife  and 
helps  her  husband  in  the  grocery 
store.  She  has  been  a  chorister  for 
five  years  in  Sunday  School.  Formerly  she 
was  chorister  of  the  Primary  and  MIA 
and  was  an  executive  in  both  MIA  and 
Primary  all  in  the  South  Jordan  Ward, 
West  Jordan  Stake. 


April  4,  1954 
Sunday  School  Annual 
Conference,  Salt  Lake  Taber- 
nacle, 7:00  p.m. 

April  18,  1954 
Easter  Sunday 


HPo  me  it  seems  as  if  when  God  con- 
A  ceived  the  world,  that  was  poetry; 
He  formed  it,  and  that  was  sculpture; 
He  varied  and  colored  it,  and  that 
was  painting;  and  then,  crowning 
all,  He  peopled  it  with  living  beings, 
and  that  was  the  grand  divine,  eter- 
nal drama.        —Charlotte  Cushman. 

HPruth   is   the   strong   thing.     Let 

man's  life  be  true! 

—Robert  Browning. 


\\Then  I  would  beget  content  and 
increase  confidence  in  the 
power  and  wisdom  and  providence 
of  Almighty  God,  I  will  walk  the 
meadows  by  some  gliding  stream, 
and  there  contemplate  the  lilies  that 
take  no  care,  and  those  very  many 
other  little  living  creatures  that  are 
not  only  created,  but  fed  (man 
knows  not  how)  by  the  goodness 
of  the  God  of  Nature,  and  therefore 
trust  in  Him.  —Izaak  Walton. 
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1 
THE  MANSION  HOUSE 

rpHE  pictures  for  this  month  are  copies  of  a  portrait 
of  Joseph  Smith,  and  a  painting  of  Nauvoo.  They 
belong  together,  for  one  can  scarcely  be  thought  of 
without  the  other.  Nauvoo  was  a  dream  born  in  the 
optimistic  Prophet's  mind  when  his  people  were  at  their 
lowest  ebb  of  suffering,  poverty  and  defection  from  the 
Church.  Its  fulfillment  by  a  people  whose  own  dreams 
and  efforts  had  been  crushed  time  and  again  by  persecu- 
tion is  one  of  the  great  spiritual  and  temporal  victories 
of  all  time. 


JOSEPH  SMITH 


I 


n  Nauvoo  the  Prophet  reached  the  pinnacle  of 

his  influence  and  power.  He  was  accomplish- 
ing great  things  for  his  God  and  for  his  people. 
Dreams  were  becoming  tangible  realities.  Cul- 
tured strangers  visited  him  in  Nauvoo  and  wrote 
down  excellent  impressions  of  him. 

Once  "the  luxuries  of  a  well-spread  board" 
were  served  to  200  guests  in  the  Mansion  House, 
and  it  was  resolved  by  one  observer  that:  "Gen- 
eral Joseph  Smith,  whether  we  view  him  as  a 
prophet  at  the  head  of  the  Church,  a  general  at 
the  head  of  the  Legion,  a  mayor  at  the  head  of 
the  city  council,  or  as  a  landlord  at  the  head  of 
his  table,  if  he  has  equals  he  has  no  superior." 

The  Prophet  was  a  good  athlete  and  enjoyed 
shooting  with  pistols,  horseback  riding,  pitching 
quoits,  wrestling  and  woodchopping. 

During  the  Nauvoo  period,  he  had  some  re- 
markable spiritual  experiences.  One  of  which 
was  that  when  the  Prophet  found  the  terrible 
sickness  that  beset  the  Saints  upon  coming  to 
Commerce,  he  became  so  filled  with  divine  power 
that  he  went  among  the  people  calling  many  who 
were  at  death's  door  to  arise  and  walk;  and  they 
did. 

When  election  time  came,  the  Saints'  power- 
ful political  support  was  demanded  by  both 
parties,  and  to  avoid  further  embroilments  with 
enemies,  the  Prophet  was  nominated  on  an  inde- 
pendent ticket  for  president  of  the  United  States. 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 


Suggestions  for  Use: 

For  lesson  use,  we  feel  that  the  suggestions  already  noted  in  lessons 
on  the  young  boy,  Joseph,  praying  in  the  Sacred  Grove,  (Sept.,  1953),  and 
the  Angel  Moroni  Monument  (Nov.,  1953),  the  sculptures  of  Joseph  and 
Hyrum  (December,  1953)  and  the  Kirtland  and  Nauvoo  Temples  (Janu- 
ary, 1954)  will  cover  uses  for  this  month's  pictures.  They  will  also  be 
useful  in  any  Church  History  classes  and  as  aids  when  the  great  charac- 
teristics of  Joseph  Smith  might  illustrate  some  point  in  a  lesson  on  an- 
other subject. 


Colored  Picture  Article 


A  Prophet  and 
His  City 

By  Ramona  W.  Cannon 


"NAUVOO" 

\  fter  five  and  one-half  months'  imprisonment 
for  no  crime  whatsoever,  Joseph  Smith  re- 
turned to  Quincy,  111.,  in  April,  1839.  He  found 
that  12,000  Saints  were  homeless  through  persecu- 
tion, and  without  purpose  because  of  lack  of 
means  and  opportunity. 

They  required  leadership,  which  he  gave.  He 
began  arrangements  the  very  next  day  to  buy  the 
site  of  Commerce,  a  swampy,  malarial  place  on  a 
horseshoe-shaped  bank  of  the  Mississippi  River. 
It  had  ten  small  houses  on  it.  Joseph  moved  into 
one  of  these.  In  April  of  1840  the  name  Com- 
merce was  changed  to  Nauvoo. 

The  land  was  cleared  of  brush  and  low  trees; 
water  was  drained  from  the  soil.  Many  brethren 
went  to  the  upper  Mississippi,  erected  mills, 
hewed  timber,  sawed  boards  and  made  shingles 
to  build  Nauvoo. 

The  streets  crossed  at  right  angles.  While 
farms  lay  just  beyond  the  city,  for  Joseph  be- 
lieved in  the  advantages  of  both  country  and  city 
life.  The  placid,  mile-wide  river  was  green- 
banked  and  gracefully  curved. 

In  its  seven-year  life  span  Nauvoo  grew  to  be 
the  largest  city  in  Illinois,  with  almost  20,000 
inhabitants.  Through  the  Prophet's  planning,  it 
received  one  of  the  most  liberal  charters  ever 
granted  an  American  city.  A  university  was 
founded  and  the  Nauvoo  Legion  formed,  which 
came  to  number  between  four  and  five  thousand 
men.  Lieutenant-general  Joseph  Smith  was  its 
first  commander-in-chief. 

Religious  freedom  for  all  sects  prevailed. 

The  Prophet  and  his  family  moved  into  the 
spacious  Mansion  House  not  many  months  before 
the  martyrdom.  One  story  of  the  Nauvoo  House, 
planned  as  a  hotel,  was  finished.  The  magnifi- 
cent temple  on  the  rise  of  ground  sloping  up  from 
the  river,  was  finished  after  the  death  of  Joseph 
and  Hyrum  June  27,  1844. 

The  homes  were  well-built,  roomy  and  most 
of  them  were  of  brick  or  stone  in  colonial  style. 
Generous  front  and  back  yards  contained  lovely 
flower  gardens,  and  neat  rows  of  vegetables. 

Truly  this  city  of  Joseph  had  become  "Nau- 
voo the  Beautiful." 

( Cut  out  and  paste  on  back  of  mounted  picture. ) 
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A  Story  for  Children 


"Remember  the  Sabbath  Day..." 


Wm 
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"Remember  the  sabbath  day,  to 
keep  it  holy."— Exodus  20:8. 

Cundays  are  such  wonderful  days, 
aren't  they?  Have  you  ever 
thought  what  it  would  be  like  not 
to  have  a  Sunday  each  week? 

The  Children  of  Israel  knew  how 
this  felt  when  they  lived  in  Egypt 
and  worked  for  King  Pharaoh.  Every 
day  was  just  the  same.  They  had 
to  make  bricks,  build  buildings  and 
do  everything  and  anything  that  the 
king  wanted  done  every  other  day 
of  the  week.  They  had  to  start  work 
early  every  morning  and  work  late 
every  night.  If  they  did  not  get  as 
much  done  or  do  it  as  well  as  the 
taskmaster  thought  that  they  should, 
they  were  beaten  with  heavy  whips 
until  their  backs  were  sore  and 
bleeding. 

There  was  never  one  day  when 
they  were  free  to  get  together  and 
worship  God  as  we  can  do  when  we 
go  to  Sunday  School  and  sacrament 
meeting.       ,    .• 

From  the  Very  Beginning 

From  the  very  beginning  God  in- 
tended that  everyone  should  rest  on 
every  seventh  day.  He  set  us  the 
example  when  he  created  this  world. 
The  Bible  tells  us  that,  ".  .  .  on  the 
seventh  day  God  ended  his  work 
which  he  had  made;  and  he  rested 
on  the  seventh  day  from  all  his  work 
which  he  had  made. 

"And  God  blessed  the  seventh  day, 
and  sanctified  it:  .  .  ."  (Genesis 
2:2,3.) 

Since  the  Children  of  Israel  were 
not  used  to  a  Sabbath  Day  on  which 
to  rest  from  their  daily  work  and 
worship  Him,  God  began  teaching 
them  this  lesson  as  soon  as  they  left 
Egypt. 

So  that  the  Israelites  would  know 
that  God  wanted  His  people  to  rest 
every  Sunday,  no  matter  where  they 
were  in  the  course  of  their  journey, 
the  Lord  included  it  as  one  of  the 
ten  commandments.  He  said  it  to 
them  in  this  way: 


"By  Marie  Fox  Felt 

"Remember  the  sabbath  day,  to 
keep  it  holy. 

"Six  days  shalt  thou  labor,  and  do 
all  thy  work: 

"But  the  seventh  day  is  the  sab- 
bath of  the  Lord,  thy  God;  in  it 
thou  shalt  not  do  any  work,  thou,  nor 
thy  son,  nor  thy  daughter,  thy  man- 
servant, nor  thy  maidservant,  nor  thy 
cattle,  nor  thy  stranger  that  is  within 
thy  gates: 

"For  in  six  days  the  Lord  made 
heaven  and  earth,  the  sea,  and  all 
that  in  them  is,  and  rested  on  the 
seventh  day:  wherefore  the  Lord 
blessed  the  sabbath  day  and  hal- 
lowed it."  {Exodus  20:8-11.) 

Another  People  Remember 

Not  too  many  years  ago  there 
were  other  people  who  left  their 
homes  to  go  to  a  place  where  they 
could  worship  God  as  the  Israelites 
had  done.  These  people  we  call  the 
Pioneers.  They  had  been  driven  out 
of  their  homes  and  treated  very  un- 
kindly by  their  neighbors.  They  had 
packed  what  they  could  and  started 
for  the  West. 

They  remembered  God's  com- 
mandment to  Moses  and  his  people 
about  resting  on  the  Sabbath  Day, 
and  they  knew  that  God  would  want 
them  to  do  the  same  thing,  too.  They, 
therefore,  traveled  every  day  except 
Sunday.  On  that  day  they  rested, 
held  meetings,  sang  songs,  visited 
each  other  and  did  such  other  things 
as  would  honor  God  and  show  Him 
that  they  loved  Him. 

The  day  after  they  arrived  in  Salt 
Lake  City,  was  Sunday.  Instead  of 
working  to  get  their  homes  built 
and  their  things  unpacked,  they  held 
a  meeting  in  the  open.  They  sang 
songs  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for 
their  new  home  and  spoke  of  His 
goodness  in  leading  them  safely  to 
it. 

Brigham  Young  spoke  to  the  Pio- 
neers about  the  Sabbath  Day.  He 
said  for  them  not  to  work  on  Sun- 
day and  promised  them  that  if  they 
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Moses  told  the  word  of  God. 


would  keep  the  Sabbath  Day  holy 
and  do  only  those  things  that  God 
wanted  them  to  do,  He  would  bless 
them  in  many,  many  ways. 

What  We  Can  Do  on  Sunday 

God's  commandment  to  keep  the 
Sabbath  Day  holy  is  meant  for  us, 
too.  Shall  we  think  together  of  all 
the  things  that  we  can  do  on  Sun- 
day that  will  please  our  Heavenly 
Father?  Here  are  some: 

1.  We  can  go  to  Sunday  School 
and  sacrament  meeting. 

2.  We  can  walk  quietly  in  our 
lovely  meetinghouses. 

3.  If  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  talk 
in  the  meetinghouses  we  can 
use  quiet  voices. 

4.  We  can  sing  songs  and  offer 
prayers  at  Sunday  School  and 
and  at  home. 

5.  If  possible,  we  can  visit  our 
grandparents,  other  relatives  or 
friends  on  Sunday  afternoon. 

6.  We  can  look  at  picture  books 
or  have  mother  or  father  read 
stories  to  us. 

7.  We  can  listen  to  beautiful  mu- 
sic on  the  phonograph  or  radio. 

8.  We  can  draw  pictures  of  what 
we  learned  in  Sunday  School. 

9.  We  can  go  for  walks. 

There  are  many  more  things  that 
we  might  list.  Shall  we  see  how 
many  we  can  think  of? 

Aren't  we  glad  that  God  has  told 
us  about  Sunday  being  a  holy  day, 
a  very  special  day?  It  is  God's  day 
—the  best  day  of  the  week. 

Text:  Genesis  2:2,  3; 
Moses  3:2,3; 
Exodus  20:8-11. 
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Lesson  Enrichment  Suggestions 
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LAMANITE  MUSEUM  OBJECT 

Lamanites  carved  this  sandstone  tablet  before  Columbus  dis- 
covered the  New  World. 
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"By  Minnie  E.  Anderson 
Photos  by  Ray  Kooyman 


Pioneer  Culture  Comes  to  Life 

Since  the  organization  of  the 
Church  in  1830  the  mode  of  our 
living  has  unbelievably  changed.  At 
no  time  in  the  history  of  the  world 
has  such  revolutionary  advancement 
been  made  in  machinery,  equipment, 
transportation  and  household  con- 
veniences as  in  the  last  125  years. 

Teachers  of  Course  No.  6  ("His- 
tory of  the  Church  for  Children") 
and  Course  No.  12  ("History  of  the 
Restored  Church")  can  give  students 
a  realistic  background  to  Sunday 
School  lessons  by  taking  a  trip 
through  the  recently  completed  Sons 
of  the  Utah  Pioneers  Museum  at 
3000  Connor  Street,  Salt  Lake  City. 

Here  the  culture  of  the  Pioneers 
comes  to  life.  The  quaint  atmosphere 
of  their  homes  and  every  detail  of 
living  can  be  seen  in  this  splendid 
and  worthy  collection  of  Pioneer 
items.  Horace  A.  Sorensen  has  been 
the  guiding  genius  in  creating  the 
museum  which  is  really  a  pioneer 
village. 

Among  the  village  treasures  are: 
the  awkward,  hand  sewn,  hand  wov- 
en clothes  they  wore-the  bed  with 
rope  springs  and  straw  filled  mat- 
tress, the  great  iron  kettles  used  to 
cook  over  the  campflre  or  fireplace, 
the  musical  instruments,  carriages 
and  sleighs,  the  old  tin  bathtub,  the 
weaving  loom  where  the  housewife 
wove  the  cloth  to  make  their  clothes, 
the  great  prairie  schooners  in  which 
the  Pioneers  crossed  the  plains  and 
sometimes  lived  in  for  a  time  until 
they  could  bring  down  logs  from  the 


canyon  to  build  their  homes,  a  chair 
that  has  likenesses  of  the  heads  of 
Joseph  and  Hyrum  carved  in  the 
back. 

The  Indian  collection  given  by 
Mildred  Miles  Dillman  of  Roosevelt, 
Utah,  is  outstanding,  with  items 
dating  back  2000  years. 

One  interesting  article  is  a  sand- 
stone tablet.  The  card  in  the  dis- 
play case  tells  this:  "This  tablet 
shows  a  man  stumbling  with  a  cross, 
a  coiled  serpent,  which  Mrs.  Dill- 
man  said  indicates  death,  and  a  man 
stretched  out  with  a  spear  entering 
his  side.  Mrs.  Dillman  states  that 
seven  national  authorities,  including 
Dr.  Donald  Scott  of  Peabody  Mu- 
seum, Harvard  University,  have  ex- 
amined the  tablet  and  pronounced 
it  as  being  from  culture  that  ex- 
isted 1200-1700  years  ago." 

You  could  spend  hours  in  the  mu- 
seum's old  merchandise  store  with 
all  its  stock,  moved  from  Kamas, 
Utah,  and  assembled.  It  is  a  real 
education. 

Do  take  your  Sunday  School  stu- 
dents out  to  see  these  and  many 
other  wonderful  items  of  interest. 
Make  an  appointment  with  Brother 
Horace  Sorensen  by  writing  or  phon- 
ing him  at  3000  Connor  Street,  Salt 
Lake  City,  Utah. 


Watch  Church  Publications 

TPhe  teacher  of  today's  youth  must 

*  be  constantly  seeking  to  increase 

his  knowledge  to  improve  the  trans- 


mission of  his  lesson  material.  The 
Instructor  is  a  "must"  for  this  pur- 
pose. The  December  issue  is  an  ex- 
cellent source  of  enrichment  ma- 
terial. 

Let's  not  forget  The  Improvement 
Era!  In  the  November  issue  is  the 
beginning  of  a  series  of  articles  by 
Hugh  Nibley,  professor  of  history 
and  religion  at  the  Brigham  Young 
University.  This  series  is  called 
"New  Approaches  to  the  Book  of 
Mormon."  Remember,  Brother  Nib- 
ley  is  the  author  of  "Lehi  in  the 
Deseret"  and  "The  World  of  Jared- 
ites."  I'm  sure  these  informative  ar- 
ticles will  be  of  great  value  to  Course 
No.  12  ("History  of  the  Restored 
Church")  and  Course  No.  28 
("Teachings  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon"). 

Our  own  Deseret  News,  each  Sat- 
urday evening,  in  the  Church  Sec- 
tion has  many  valuable  lesson-aids. 
Appearing  currently  are  pictures  and 
stories  of  early  historic  places  and 
personalities  of  interest. 

Teachers  of  Course  No.  6  ("His- 
tory of  the  Church  for  Children") 
and  Course  No.  12  ("History  of  the 
Restored  Church")  will  want  to  keep 
and  file  these  authentic  lesson-aids. 
»     #     » 

An  Accurate  Description 

In  the  Steps  of  lesus,  H.  V.  Mor- 
ton, published  by  Dodd,  Meade  and 
Company,  $3.00. 
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V.  Morton  as  a  traveler  in  the 
Holy  Land  relates  in  this  book, 
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An  old-fashioned  store  has  been  reassembled  by  Brother  Horace  A.  Sorensen  as  it 
appeared  in  Kamas,  Utah,  in  the  early  years  of  settlement. 


his  impressions  and  gives  accurate 
descriptions  of  the  land  and  tradi- 
tional sites  which  played  so  im- 
portant a  part  in  the  life  of  Christ. 

The  scriptures  are  made  plain  and 
vivid  as  Mr.  Morton  brings  into 
focus  the  habits  and  quaint  living 
customs  that  are  referred  to  in  the 
New  Testament.  We  are  made  to 
realize  in  how  small  a  country  Jesus 
conducted  His  ministry  —  how  de- 
pendent the  people  were  then  and 
even  today  upon  the  rain.  It  is 
caught  in  rock  cisterns,  upon  wells 
and  springs  for  water. 

Jerusalem,  primitive,  a  jumble  of 
churches  erected  to  glorify  our 
Father  in  heaven,  holds  so  many 
treasures  dear  to  the  Christian 
world. 

This  book  will  be  found  rich  in 
interesting  facts  for  Course  No.  2 
("Growing  Spiritually"),  Course  No. 
10,    ("The    Life    of    Christ"),    and 


Course  No.  26,  ("Teachings  of  the 
New  Testament"). 


Pictures  Worth  Price 

Bible  Stories,  Mary  Alice  Jones, 
published  by  Rand  McNally  &  Co., 
illustrated  by  Manning  V.  De.  Lee, 
$2.95. 

TXIBLE  STORIES  by  Mary  Alice 
Jones  is  a  book  of  inspiration  for 
both  Sunday  School  teacher  and 
student.  Written  in  warm  under- 
standable language,  at  the  children's 
level,  the  characters  under  the  adept 
pen  of  the  author  come  to  life.  Many 
full  page  illustrations  and  superb 
paintings  vividly  portray  the  inci- 
dents related. 

The  pictures  alone  are  worth  the 
price  of  the  book.  Teachers  of  Course 


No.  #  ("Old  Testament  Stories")  and 
Junior  Sunday  School  Teachers  will 
find  this  book  a  delightful  lesson-aid. 


Develop  Love  for  the  Bible 

The  Bible  Stories  for  Boys  and 
Girls  — Old  Testament,  $3.50,  and 
The  Bible  Stories  for  Boys  and  Girls 
-  New  Testament,  $2.50,  Walter 
Russell  Bowie,  published  by  Abing- 
don-Cokesbury  Press. 

A  mong  the  better  Bible  story  books 
to  come  off  the  press  are  Walter 
Russell  Bowie's  twins,  The  Bible 
Story  for  Boys  and  Girls— Old  Testa- 
ment and  The  Bible  Story  for  Boys 
and  Girls— New  Testament.  In  these 
two  volumes  Mr.  Bowie  has  superb- 
ly retold  the  Bible  contents— yet  kept 
the  Biblical  grandeur  of  thought  and 
style.  These  are  excellent  reference 
books  for  your  library  and  offer  re- 
warding pleasure  for  parents,  teen- 
agers and  teachers.  You  will  not 
want  to  put  them  down  once  you 
have  started  reading  them. 

Students  of  Courses  No.  8  ("Old 
Testament  Stories")  and  10  ("The 
Life  of  Christ")  are  old  enough  to 
enjoy  these  books. 


Parallel  Descriptions 

Book  of  Mormon  Evidences  in  An- 
cient America,  compiled  by  Dewey 
and  Edith  Wood  Farnsworth,  pub- 
lished by  Deseret  Book  Company, 
bound  in  cloth  $6.00,  leatherette 
$7.50. 

lV/fosT  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  is  a 
record  of  26  centuries  of  two 
mighty  races  of  people  —  one  dark- 
skinned  and  the  other  white.  The 
book  records  reigns  of  kings  and 
judges,  of  thriving  cities  that  cov- 
ered the  land,  of  fabulous  hard- 
surfaced  highways,  of  their  knowl- 
edge of  cement  and  the  smelting  of 
metals,  of  wars,  of  religious  beliefs 
and  cultural  pursuits. 

At  the  time  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon's publication  in  1830,  the 
Church  had  limited  physical  means 
of  proving  the  book's  authenticity. 

During  the  interim  of  113  years 
archaeologists  have  uncovered  many 
ruins  of  great  cities,  temples  and 
buildings  of  master  workmanship, 
which  verify  that  hundreds  of  years 
before  Columbus  discovered  Amer- 
ica, a  great  civilization  flourished 
upon  the  American  continents. 

(Concluded  on  page  53.) 
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HToday  I  stood  in  a  federal  court 
while  my  friend  Bob  was  sen- 
tenced to  serve  18  months  in  the 
penitentiary  for  stealing  a  check, 
endorsing  it  and  spending  part  of 
the  money. 

Bob  is  only  one  of  my  friends,  but 
so  far  as  I  know  I  am  Bob's  only 
friend  in  this  world.  I  was  his 
parole  adviser. 

As  the  sentence  was  passed,  I  felt 
that  it  was  just  and  merciful.  Bob 
was  a  second  offender.  I  also  felt  a 
deep  sense  of  failure. 


During  the  past  two  years  I  have 
taught  six  Dale  Carnegie  classes  in 
the  Federal  Reformatory  at  El  Reno, 
Okla.  In  these  classes  the  boys  learn 
to  stand  on  their  feet  and  speak  and 
learn  the  Carnegie  rules  of  human 
relations.  Bob  was  a  member  of  one 
of  these  classes  a  year  ago.  When  I 
first  saw  him  he  was  bitter  and  found 
it  difficult  to  get  along  with  fellow 
convicts  and  custodial  officers.  Dur- 
ing the  30-day  quarantine  period, 
Bob  spent  24  days  in  the  "hole"  for 
bad  conduct. 


As  he  told  me  his  story,  I  came  to  realize  what  he  had  been  denied  as  a 

growing  boy.    His  wasted  life  in  prison  might  have  been  prevented  by  his 

parents,  Sunday  School  teachers,  Scoutmaster,  coach  or  others.    Don't  you 

make  the  same  mistake  with  your  students,  instead  .  .  . 

Give  Them  Love! 

By  Cecil  I.  Blackwood* 


As  a  babe,  Bob  was  left  on  the 
doorstep  of  an  orphanage  in  upper 
New  York.  He  grew  up  in  that 
orphanage.  When  8  years  of  age,  he 
ran  away.  "After  two  or  three  days 
I  got  awful  hungry,"  Bob  recalled, 
"and  wandered  up  to  a  hobo  camp 
where  I  smelled  the  stew  cooking. 
Hovering  near  the  camp,  I  was  hope- 
ful that  they  would  toss  me  a  scrap. 
My  hope  seemed  to  be  realized  when 
one  of  the  men  beckoned  to  me  to 
come  closer.  Suddenly  he  grabbed 
me.  Slapping  me  hard,  he  said,  'Kid, 


To  them  he  must  always  symbolize  an  unaccepted  opportunity. 


this  is  no  place  for  you— go  home  to 
your  mother.'  This  was  good  advice, 
but  I  had  no  mother." 

Later  Bob  was  apprehended  and 
sent  back  to  the  orphanage.  When 
he  was  old  enough  to  leave  the 
orphanage  he  became  as  vagrant  as 
a  gypsy  then  became  a  hobo.  He 
was  sentenced  to  El  Reno  for  pos- 
session of  a  stolen  letter  and  check. 

During  the  four  months  of  the 
Dale  Carnegie  class,  Bob's  attitude 
began  to  change.  He  no  longer 
"wised  off"  to  those  to  whom  he 
talked.  This  last  summer  he  was 
given  the  award  as  the  best  liked 
baseball  umpire  in  the  entire  prison. 
This  award  was  a  little  statuette,  but 
no  movie  star  was  ever  prouder  of 
an  Oscar.  Bob  was  paroled  to  me 
five  days  before  last  Christmas.  My 
wife,  hearing  his  story,  insisted  that 
he  eat  Christmas  dinner  with  the 
family.  It  was  Bob's  first  "home 
Christmas,"  and  his  eyes  were  filled 
with  tears  when  he  found  that  he 
had  not  been  overlooked  during  the 
distribution  of  presents. 

The  West  Side  Lions  Club  in 
Oklahoma  City  obtained  a  job  for 
Bob.  He  made  good  on  it,  but  he 
had  no  idea  of  the  value  of  money. 
He  spent  it  as  fast  as  he  earned  it. 
When  the  construction  job  was  fin- 
ished, Bob  was  laid  off.  He  soon  got 
another  job  with  a  motor  freight 
line.  He  was  doing  well  on  this  job 
until  one  night  by  mischance  he  was 
picked  up  on  suspicion  and  held  for 
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investigation.  During  the  two-day 
period  he  was  in  jail,  he  lost  his  job. 
This  experience,  when  he  felt  that 
he  had  done  no  wrong,  broke  his 
spirit.  Two  weeks  ago,  he  stole  a 
check,  endorsed  it  with  his  own 
name,  gave  his  true  address,  then 
ate  a  big  supper  and  went  back  to 
his  room  to  be  picked  up. 

Tomorrow  I  will  bid  him  good-by, 
perhaps  forever. 

During  the  past  two  years  I  have 
taught  the  Dale  Carnegie  Course  to 
220  boys   in   prison.     Over    150   of 


coaches,  teachers  and  youth  leaders, 
I  wish  to  say:  "You  are  doing  far 
more  good  than  you  will  ever  realize. 
You  are  giving  the  boys  and  girls 
in  your  care  love  and  appreciation— 
and  some  of  them  get  from  you  the 
only  love  and  appreciation  they  will 
ever  have.  It  is  but  natural  for  a 
boy  to  desire  to  be  important.  If  you 
let  him  achieve  that  importance  by 
standing  before  his  friends  and  par- 
ents in  Sunday  School  and  winning 
their  approbation,  he  will  not  be 
nearly  so  apt  to  try  to  win  impor- 


them  have  been  released;  only  15 
have  "messed  up."  Bob  was  the 
fifteenth. 

Who  is  to  blame  for  this  broken 
life?  I  think  that  Bob's  unnatural 
father  and  mother,  whom  Bob  will 
never  see,  should  bear  most  of  the 
blame.  In  a  survey  made  by  one  of 
my  friends  last  winter  the  case  his- 
tories of  600  newly  admitted  boys 
were  studied.  It  was  learned  that 
85%  of  them  came  from  disturbed 
homes.  Only  22  came  from  homes 
which  could  be  classed  as  normal, 
33  were  like  Bob  —  they  were 
illegitimate.  If  young  parents  who 
are  contemplating  divorce  could  go 
with  me  to  one  of  my  prison  classes, 
they  could  look  into  the  future  and 
see  their  innocent  child  become  an 
embittered  convict;  then  they  would 
pray  that  God  would  show  them  the 
way  to  resolve  their  differences. 

In  one  of  my  first  classes  two 
years  ago,  Gene  said,  "What  we  need 
here  in  prison  is  love.  No  one  ever 
loved  me— I  was  16-years  old  when 
I  got  my  first  Christmas  present." 
Although  Gene  was  not  yet  20  he 
had  spent  over  half  of  his  life  locked 
up  in  orphanages,  jails,  reforma- 
tories and  prisons.  His  mother  died 
when  he  was  only  2%-years  old.  He 
grew  up  thinking  that  no  one  loved 
him.  To  Gene  that  had  never  been 
disproven. 

To  those  thousands  of  individuals 
who  serve  young  people  as  Sunday 
School    teachers,    Scout    leaders, 


tance  by  speeding,  smoking,  steal- 
ing cars  or  in  other  ways  breaking 
the  law." 

As  one  who  has  seen  into  the 
broken  hearts  of  more  than  200  boys 
who  largely  never  had  the  help  of 
men  and  women  like  you  Sunday 
School  officers  and  teachers,  let  me 
urge  you  to  show  the  boys  and  girls 
entrusted  to  you  that  you  do  care 
for  them.  Build  a  sincere,  mutual 
friendship  with  them.  The  unsung 
heroes  and  heroines  of  this  genera- 
tion are  those  thousands  of  you  who 
work  with  youth  without  pay  or 
reward  except  for  the  satisfaction 
which  comes  when  you  serve  others 
who  cannot  return  any  service  to 
you. 


ABOUT  THE    AUTHOR* 

On  invitation  Cecil  I.  Blackwood  wrote 
this  article  for  The  Instructor.  He  is 
the  president  of  Blackwood  College, 
Oklahoma  City,  OMa. 
He  has  been  president 
of  both  the  National 
Association  and  Coun- 
cil of  Business  Schools 
and  the  American  As- 
sociation of  Commer- 
cial Colleges. 

He  feels  that  his 
greatest  contribution 
during  30  years  of 
teaching  is  his  instruc- 
tion at  the  Federal 
Reformatory  at 
El  Reno,  Okla.  He  is 
proud  of  the  fact  that  only  ten  per  cent 
of  the  graduates  of  his  courses  who  have 
been  returned  to  civilian  life  have  gone 
astray  and  have  been  returned  to  prison. 
For  obvious  reasons  the  inmates  men- 
tioned in  this  story  have  been  referred 
to  by  fictitious  names. 

-B.O.H. 


PARALLEL  DESCRIPTIONS 

(Concluded  from  page  51.) 

Dewey  Farnsworth,  who  with  his 
wife,  Edith,  compiled  this  publica- 
tion, Book  of  Mormon  Evidences  in 
Ancient  America,  became  interested 
in  tangible  proofs  of  the  Book  of 
Mormon  while  on  a  mission  for  the 
Church  to  Mexico  in  1923-1926.  He 
wrote  first  The  Americas  Before 
Columbus. 

Since  that  time  husband  and  wife 
have  devoted  many  years  to  uncover 
every  available  known  source  that 
would  throw  more  light  upon  this 
subject.  They  returned  again  and 
again  to  the  ruins  of  these  ancient 
cities.  In  their  search  they  have 
gathered  pictorial,  scientific  and 
traditional  facts  which  give  concrete 
evidence  of  the  truthfulness  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon. 

In  the  book  Mr.  Farnsworth  makes 
this  interesting  observation:  "The 
pleasing  part  to  me  is  that  at  the 
time  the  Book  of  Mormon  history 
calls  for  a  certain  class  of  culture 
from  2000  B.C.  till  400  A.D.  science 
has  found  that  culture  to  have  ex- 
isted. These  similarities  parallel  too 
close  to  have  just  happened.  It 
would  have  been  an  impossibility 
for  a  single  man  or  any  group  of 
men  to  have  written  the  Book  ot 
Mormon,  giving  two  different  peo- 
ples for  2,500  years  a  homeland, 
culture,  customs,  a  true  religion, 
metal  and  animals  which  were  not 
in  evidence  at  the  Spaniards'  com- 
ing. The  wars  of  a  dark  and  a  light 
race,  with  the  complete  destruction 
of  the  white  people  as  a  nation,  but 
adding  that  a  remnant  of  the  white 
race  would  endure  to  be  found  by 
us,  and  then  100  years  after  the 
publication  of  the  Book  to  have 
archaeologists  find  this  clause  of  the 
Book  to  have  been  true.  It  is  credible 
and  leaves  but  one  answer  .  .  . 

"The  Book  of  Mormon  is  true  .  .  . 
Joseph  Smith's  story  of  its  deliver- 
ance to  him  and  its  translation  is 
true." 

Teachers  will  appreciate  the 
Farnsworth  assembly  of  material.  At 
the  top  of  the  page  is  always  a  pic- 
ture of  the  archaeological  findings.. 
Under  the  picture  in  one  column  on 
one  side  are  the  writings  of  the 
archaeologist  and  on  the  other  side 
in  the  other  column  is  the  parallel 
writing  from  the  Book  of  Mormon. 
In  this  manner  one  has  an  oppor- 
tunity to  study  both. 

T eache fs  of  Course  No.  28 
("Teachings  of  the  Book  of  Mor- 
mon") will  find  this  book  particu- 
larly useful. 
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Memorization  for  April  Lessons 


"These  Words, . . .  Shall  Be  in  Thine  Heart"* 


HISTORY  OF  THE  CHURCH 
FOR  CHILDREN 

Course  No.  6 

...  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  keep 
thee  in  all  places  whither  thou 
goest,  .  .  . 

—Genesis  28:15. 


OLD  TESTAMENT  STORIES 
Course  No.  8 

And  thou  shalt  love  the  Lord  thy 
God  with  all  thine  heart,  and  with 
all  thy  soul,  and  with  all  thy  might. 

And  these  words,  which  I  com- 
mand thee  this  day,  shall  be  in  thine 
heart: 

—Deuteronomy  6:5-6. 


THE  LIFE  OF  CHRIST 

Course  No.  10 

...  God  so  loved  the  world,  that 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son,  that 
whosoever  believeth  in  him  should 
not  perish,  but  have  everlasting  life. 

-John  3:16. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  RESTORED 
CHURCH 

Course  No.  12 

This  is  my  commandment,  That  ye 
love  one  another,  as  I  have  loved 
you. 

Greater  love  hath  no  man  than 
this,  that  a  man  lay  down  his  life 
for  his  friends. 

-John  15:12-13. 


PRINCIPLES  OF  THE  GOSPEL 

Course  No.  14 

Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach  all 
nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of 
the  Holy  Ghost: 

*See  Course  No.  8. 


Teaching  them  to  observe  all 
things  whatsoever  I  have  com- 
manded you:  and,  lo,  I  am  with 
you  alway,  even  unto  the  end  of 
the  world.  .  . 

-Matthew  28:19-20. 


HOW  I  MEMORIZE  .  .  . 

\A/":HEN  memorizing  scripture  I  find 
that  a  helpful  method  is  to  read 
it  first  to  interpret  its  thought  or 
meaning  and  then,  after  several  re- 
readings,  attempt  to  write  it.  After 
referring  again  to  the  text  for  cor- 
rection, I  rewrite  until  I  get  a  perfect 
copy. 

If  just  before  I  go  to  sleep  I  can 
repeat  what  I  have  been  memoriz- 
ing, I  am  quite  sure  to  remember  it 
in  the  morning. 

Saying    my    memorized    selection 

aloud,  perhaps  when  going  to  and 

from  work  in  my  car,  helps  to  give 

me  an  assurance  that  I  know  it. 

—Inez  Witbeck, 

General  Board  member. 


THE  GOSPEL  MESSAGE 

Course  No.  16 

Ye  have  not  chosen  me,  but  I  have 
chosen  you,  and  ordained  you,  that 
ye  should  go  and  bring  forth 
fruit,  .  .  . 

—John  15:16. 

PROVING  YOUR  PEDIGREE 
Course  No.  20 

The  ordinance  of  sealing  must  be 
performed  here  man  to  man,  and 
woman  to  man,  and  children  to  par- 
ents, etc.,  until  the  chain  of  genera- 
tion is  made  perfect  in  the  sealing 
ordinances  back  to  Father  Adam. 
—Discourses  of  Brigham  Young, 

p.  624. 


TEACHER  TRAINING 

Course  No.  22. 

And  now,  behold,  I  say  unto  you, 
that  the  thing  which  will  be  of  the 
most  worth  unto  you  will  be  to  de- 
clare repentance  unto  this  people, 
that  you  may  bring  souls  unto  me, 
that  you  may  rest  with  them  in  the 
kingdom  of  my  Father  .  .  . 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  16:6. 


PARENT  AND  CHILD 

Course  No.  2A 

But  I  have  commanded  you  to 
bring  up  your  children  in  light  and 
truth. 

—Doctrine  and  Covenants  93:40. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE  NEW 
TESTAMENT 

Course  No.  26 

...  I  say  unto  you,  Love  your  ene- 
mies, bless  them  that  curse  you,  do 
good  to  them  that  hate  you,  and 
pray  for  them  which  despitefully  use 
you,  and  persecute  you; 

That  ye  may  be  the  children  of 

your  Father  which  is  in  heaven:  .  .  . 

—Matthew  5:44-45. 


TEACHINGS  OF  THE  BOOK  OF 
MORMON 

Course  No.  28 

...  The  time  shall  come  when  the 
knowledge  of  the  Savior  shall  spread 
throughout  every  nation,  kindred^ 
tongue,  and  people. 

And  behold,  when  that  time  com- 
eth,  none  shall  be  found  blameless 
before  God,  except  it  be  little  chil- 
dren, only  through  repentance  and 
faith  on  the  name  of  the  Lord  God 
Omnipotent. 

-Mosiah  3:20-21. 
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Superintendents 


Organize  Your  Class 


'By  General  Superintendent  George  R.  Hill 


Tt  is  proposed  that  during  the  month  of  February,  1954, 
1  an  attempt  be  made  to  get  every  senior  Sunday 
School  class  organized  with  a  president,  two  counselors, 
a  secretary  and  a  librarian. 

These  officers  should  serve  as  the  fellowship  officers 
of  the  class.  They  should  meet  with  the  teacher  of  the 
class  for  a  brief  meeting  after  Sunday  School  the  second 
Sunday  of  each  month.  The  rolls  for  the  preceding 
month  should  be  scanned  and  absentees  and  those  on 
the  potential  rolls  noted.  These  names  should  be  as- 
signed to  friends  of  the  absentees  who  are  attending 
Sunday  School,  with  the  request  they  get  in  touch  with 
the  absentees  during  the  week  and  bring  them  to  Sun- 
day School  with  them  the  following  Sunday. 


The  teacher  and  class  officers  should  greet  the 
returnees  at  Sunday  School  and  make  them  feel  wel- 
come and  wanted.  The  teacher  should  quietly  check  on 
assignments  and  give  an  appreciative  pat  on  the  back 
to  those  who  completed  their  mission. 

This  class  organization  should  be  the  responsibility 
of  the  member  of  the  superintendency  in  charge  of 
enlistment.  He  should  advise  with  the  teachers  in 
making  assignments  and  should  check  on  assignees  and 
commend  those  filling  them. 

The  class  officers  should  be  selected  by  the  superin- 
tendency in  collaboration  with  the  teacher  of  the  class 
and  the  ward  bishopric.  Then  they  should  be  presented 
to  the  members  of  the  class  for  their  sustaining  vote. 
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Adam  S.  Bennion,  Adviser  to  the  General  Board 


Among  the  rich  experiences  I  en- 
"^  joyed  while  traveling  recently 
in  the  South  Pacific  was  this  faith- 
promoting  inci- 
dent which  oc- 
curred while 
visiting  the  Ton- 
gan  Islands. 

We  had  vis- 
ited many  of  the 
I  branches  of  the 
mission  and  had 
found  a  people 
with  great  faith. 
Among  these  was  George  M.  Te- 
hoko,  who  had  been  afflicted  with 
a  paralyzed  leg  and  had  been  in  bed 
for  16  months. 

Knowing    we    were    visiting    the 


islands,  he  requested  that  we  come 
to  his  home  and  administer  to  him. 
In  spite  of  his  sore  affliction,  he  was 
a  very  cheerful,  happy  and  exuberant 
member  of  the  Church. 

We  administered  to  him,  and  then 
almost  immediately,  had  to  leave 
the  island  on  board  our  vessel  to  go 
to  the  next  group  of  islands.  Sev- 
eral months  later,  I  received  a  letter 
from  Brother  Tehoko,  relating  this 
experience: 

The  morning  after  we  had  left 
the  Tongan  Islands,  he  got  up  out 
of  his  bed  and,  with  the  aid  of  a 
cane,  walked  down  the  street  in  the 
little  village.  Those  knowing  him 
were  shocked  and  surprised  to  see 


Up  from  His  Bed* 

By  Bishop  Carl  W.  Buehner 

him,  and  lined  the  sides  of  the  little 
road,  marveling  at  what  had  hap- 
pened. Two  days  later  was  Sunday, 
and  he  went  to  Sunday  School  and 
sacrament  meeting.  Most  of  the 
time  in  these  services  was  spent  dis- 
cussing the  great  blessing  that  had 
come  to  him.  The  following  day,  he 
states  that  he  threw  away  his  cane 
and  has  been  well  and  whole  ever 
since.  He  indicates  that  everyone  in 
the  Tongan  Islands  knows  that  a 
great  miracle  happened  in  his  behalf 
while  we  were  visitors  to  the  island. 
This  and  other  similar  experiences 
simply  indicate  that  the  Lord  is  still 
with  His  people  through  the  power 
of  His  Priesthood. 


*  Written  especially  for  The  Instructor. 
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Hymn  for  the  Month  of  April 


"Hear  Thou  Our  Hymn,  O  Lord" 


Organist  Frank  W.  Asper 

April,    1954,    "Hear   Thou    Our 
Hymn,  O  Lord,"  Hymns— Church 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day  Saints, 
No.  96. 

FOR  CHORISTERS:  Simplicity 
marks  the  prayerful  request  for  spir- 
itual guidance  which  is  found  in 
our  hymn  for  the  month  of  April.  It 
can  be  appropriately  sung  at  the 
opening  or  closing  of  a  worship  serv- 
ice. 

Our  noted  Tabernacle  organist, 
Brother  Frank  W.  Asper,  is  the 
author  of  both  text  and  music.    He 


has  served  the  Church  in  a  musical 
capacity  for  many  years.  His  first 
assignment  as  organist  was  in  the 
old  Nineteenth  Ward.  In  1924  he 
was  appointed  Tabernacle  organist. 
Since  1930  he  has  served  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  General  Music  Committee. 
As  choristers  let  us  strive  to  have 
the  style  of  our  beat  pattern  agree- 
able to  the  general  interpretation 
and  mood  of  the  hymn.  For  this 
particular  selection  our  pattern 
would  be  reasonably  vigorous,  since 
"fervently"  suggests  earnestness  of 
feeling.  The  length  of  our  beat  will 
bear  direct  relationship  to  the  degree 
of  earnestness  and  the  quality  of 
tone  with  which  our  congregation 
sings.  It  would  be  well  to  practice 
the  preparatory  beat  which  is  given 
prior  to  the  congregation's  entrance* 
on  beat  four.    Let  us  conduct  and 


Sacrament  Music  and  Gem 

For  the  Month  of  April 


Adagio 


p 


£ 


3 


ife 


f 


3ZZ 


-et- 


Le  ROY  J.  ROBERTSON 


im 


"JOT 


rT\ 


~&- 


SACRAMENT  GEM 


J 


esus  said,  "...  A  new  commandment  I  give 
unto  you,  That  ye  love  one  another;  as  I  have 
loved  you,  that  ye  also  love  one  another." 


feEE 


f 


^W 


5£ 


jzn 


3 


-tfj- 


7 


PC 


wm 


r\ 


^ 


rT\ 


-&- 


-o- 


sing  our  hymns  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  become  vital  Gospel  mes- 
sages. 

—Vernon  J.  LeeM aster. 

FOR  ORGANISTS:  This  hymn 
should  be  played  in  very  smooth 
legato  style.  There  are  a  few  re- 
peated notes  in  the  alto  which  a  well- 
trained  organist  will  repeat.  But  if 
you  prefer  to  hold  over  such  re- 
peated notes,  there  will  not  be  much 
harm  done. 

We  recommend  a  predominantly 
eight-foot  tone  quality,  together  with 
a  well-defined  bass  in  the  organ 
pedals.  No  tremolo,  please.  The 
tempo  should  correspond  to  a 
prayerful  mood,  and  at  the  close  of 
each  stanza  a  slight  slowing  down 
will  be  suitable.  With  prayerful 
hearts  we  both  sing  and  play  "Hear 
Thou  Our  Hymn,  O  Lord." 

This  brings  up  a  matter  which 
good  taste  will  usually  dictate  to  us. 
It  is  this:  Hymns  should  be  sung  by 
the  congregation  as  part  of  the  wor- 
ship program.  We  should  not  use 
it  for  preludial  music  while  people 
are  walking  up  and  down  the  aisles 
of  the  chapels,  nor  should  we  use 
such  sacred  music  while  Sunday 
School  students  are  going  to  and 
from  classes.  To  be  sure,  they  may 
be  sung  by  individuals  as  solos  or 
played  as  sacred  solos  on  the  organ 
in  the  course  of  any  Church  meeting 
when  the  people  are  all  seated  to 
hear  the  sacred  hymn.  But  while 
people  are  moving  about,  let  us 
play  good,  quiet  musical  selections 
other  than  hymns. 

A  gravestone  in  Durham,  England, 
has  this  inscription  about  a  faithful 
Church  organist: 

"John  Brimlies  body  here  doth  ly 
Who  praysed  God  with  hand  and 
voice 

By  musickes  heavenlie  harmonie 
Dull  minds  he  maid  in  God  rejoice 
His  soul  into  the  heavens  is  lyft 
To  praise  Him  still  that   gave  the 

gyft." 

-^Alexander  Schreiner. 
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T  HE       INSTRUCTOR 


Ward  Faculty  Lesson  for  April 


Something  for  the 

Eye  To  See 

By   William  E.  Berrett* 


Tt  is  not  hard  to  demonstrate  that  things  seen  are  re- 
membered  longer  than  things  heard.  Any  teacher 
can  discover  this  truth  by  writing  some  facts  on  the 
blackboard  and  giving  other  facts  orally  and  then 
testing  a  week  later  to  see  what  is  retained  by  the 
student.  This  being  true,  the  successful  teacher  will 
place  before  his  class  something  for  the  eye  to  see, 
some  object,  writing,  or  picture  related  to  the  objective 
of  the  lesson.  All  of  these  have  value.  But  for  the 
moment,  let  us  consider  the  use  of  a  picture. 

Kinds  of  Pictures 

Pictures  may  be  classified  into  three  categories: 

1.  Graphic  representations:  These  may  be  already 
drawn  or  may  be  drawn  freehand  on  a  blackboard  or 
other  media  as  a  lesson  unfolds.  Graphic  representa- 
tions may  be  crudely  made,  but  if  used  to  illustrate  a 
story  that  is  being  told,  the  imagination  of  the  student 
supplies  the  details.  In  so  doing,  the  story  is  fixed  in 
their  minds.  This  is  the  most  useful  of  all  teaching  de- 
vices. The  teacher  who  has  not  tried  to  illustrate  a 
story  as  he  tells  it  is  not  utilizing  his  full  teaching 
power. 

2.  Photos:  Photography  has  enabled  us  to  accurately 
reproduce  people  and  scenes  and  the  development  of 
the  photographic  art  has  revolutionized  the  teaching 
process.  Pictures  of  this  type  are  used  in  two  ways— 
as  stills,  and  when  projected  rapidly,  as  movies. 

3.  Paintings:  A  fine  painting  is  a  teacher's  friend. 
It  is  more  than  a  graphic  drawing;  it  is  four  dimensional. 
It  not  only  has  length  and  breadth  and  depth— it  has 
mood.  It  tells  a  whole  story  in  one  canvas— it  reveals 
a  mood— reveals  a  life.  To  see  a  good  painting  is  an 
experience.  It  is  to  stand  in  a  great  presence— to  view 
something  through  the  eyes  of  an  expert  who  portrays 
what  we  did  not  before  perceive.  He  reads  for  us 
that  which  was  before  invisible. 

A  single  great  painting  needs  no  other  illustration 
to  accompany  it.  It  is  the  whole  experience.  But  this 
whole  experience  does  not  arrive  at  once.  It  must  be 
unveiled  and  the  instructor  share  with  his  pupils,  little 
by  little  the  light  from  its  many  facets. 

One  must  know  art  to  use  it  most  effectively.    But 

*Vice  President  in  charge  of  religous  education  of  the  Church,  member 
of  Sunday  School  General. Board. 


Granite  Stake  Sunday  School  Superintendent  Howard  D.  Hender- 
son reproduces  small  pictures,  charts  and  maps  large  enough  for 
an  entire  class  to  see.  He  projects  them  on  large  sheets  of  paper 
with  an  opaque  projector  and  outlines  that  image  with  ink. 
Pictures  are  prepared  before  the  class  starts. 

there  are  many  guides  to  help  us  know  and  appreciate 
a  particular  painting.  Public  libraries  offer  fine  prints 
from  the  great  paintings  with  adequate  explanations 
and  interpretations.  ;  Art  galleries  have  both  informed 
guides  and  written  explanation. 

Steps  To  Be  Followed 

1.  The  teacher  in  preparing  a  lesson  should  ask: 
"What  graphic  representation,  photographic  aid  or 
painting  does  the  objective  of  the  lesson  and  lesson 
material  suggest?" 

(Perhaps  in  its  ideal  setting  of  pupil  and  teacher,  a 
painting  suggests  the  lesson.  But  in  a  systematic  course 
of  study  the  opposite  must  be  followed-the  lesson 
suggests  the  picture.  Hence,  the  lesson  must  be  under- 
stood and  the  objective  decided  upon  before  the  search 
for  pictures  begins.) 

2.  The  type  of  pictures  found  determine  how  they 
will  be  used,  so  Step  2  is  to  plan  how  to  use  the  picture 
most  effectively  and  when.  If  stills  are  used  the  cap- 
tion, at  least,  must  be  supplied.  If  a  painting  is  used, 
the  teacher  has  the  task  of  pointing  out  its  inner 
secrets.  This  takes  preparation,  but  the  results  are 
worth  while,  for  a  great  painting  opens  up  a  new  world. 

As  we  surround  ourselves  with  beauty,  art  becomes 
actually  a  part  of  our  life  and  personality.  When  a 
person  is  appreciating  a  beautiful  object  he  is  engaged 
in  a  creative  experience  for  the  active  enjoyment  of  art 
is  a  form  of  participation. 

In  the  book,  Joseph  Vance,  Dr.  Thorpe  says:  "I  keep 
on  hoping  for  the  development  in  Joey,  of  the  faculty 
of  good  taste.  .  .  .  It's  a  quality  of  the  inner  soul,  that 
gives  a  bias  to  the  intellect."  Few  are  born  with  this 
rare  gift,  but  it  can  be  acquired  by  deliberately  sur- 
rounding the  individual  with  beauty.  This  is  the  teach- 
er's opportunity  and  perchance  his  duty. 


"THvelve  Things  to  Remember:  1. 
The  value  of  time.  2.  The  success 
of  perservance.  3.  The  pleasure  of 
working.  4.  The  dignity  of  sim- 
plicity. 5.  The  worth  of  character. 
6.  The  power  of  kindness.    7.  The 


influence  of  example.  8.  The  obliga- 
tion of  duty.  9.  The  wisdom  of  econ- 
omy, 10.  The  virtue  of  patience.  11. 
The  improvement  of  talent.  12.  The 
joy  of  originating. 

—Marshall  Field. 


ight  is  the  task  where  many  share 
*^  the  toil.  —Homer. 

IIThen    love    and    skill    work    to- 
gether  expect  a  masterpiece. 

—John  Ruskin. 
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Photo  by  L.  V.  McNeeley. 

Sharing  an  experience  with  her  class  is  Sister  Nancy  Kener,  Fairmont  Ward,  Granite  Stake. 


nPHE  secret  of  successful  teaching  is 
to  discover  means  of  making  the 
pupil  like  and  want  to  do  things  the 
teacher  desires  of  him. 

The  teacher's  personality  is  the 
most  significant  and  most  helpful 
factor  in  motivation.  Be  enthusiastic; 
it  is  contagious.  Create  a  proper 
atmosphere  which  is  one  of  the  most 
important  elements  in  the  environ- 
ment as  far  as  effective  learning  is 
concerned.  By  setting  a  proper  ex- 
ample, teachers  effect  changes  more 
than  they  realize.  "What  you  are, 
will  speak  more  eloquently  than  any- 
thing you  may  say." 

By  nature  children  of  Junior  Sun- 
day School  age  crave  the  good  will 
and  love  of  the  teacher.  Be  liberal 
with  praise,  but  remember  a  child 
can  detect  your  sincerity.  Girls  and 
boys  want  to  deserve  the  praise  they 
get.  Each  child  should  feel  that  he 
has  done  something  that  is  approved 
by  the  teacher  and  the  group. 

They  Desire  to  Participate 

In  children  the  desire  to  partici- 
pate is  naturally  strong.  Capitalize 
on  it.  Encourage  participation.  Make 
as  many  opportunities  as  possible  for 
children  to  take  part  in  the  opening 
exercises  and  the  class.  Many  Sun- 
day  Schools   have  ushers   or   door- 


keepers to  help  children  find  their 
places. 

One  splendid  group  I  visited  re- 
cently gave  the  usher  an  even  great- 
er responsibility.  He  was  to  remind 
children  they  were  to  be  quiet  and 
reverent.  If  girls  or  boys  were  talk- 
ing, he  quietly  stood,  with  arms 
folded,  by  the  row  where  he  noted 
a  disturbance.  The  children  knew 
why  he  was  there  and  respected  the 
reminder. 

Ushers  can  help  smaller  children 
with  their  wraps— provided  there  is 
a  place  for  them.  All  better  regu- 
lated Sunday  Schools  have  this  pro- 
vision. 

Several  successful  Sunday  Schools 
use  a  "Helper's  Chart,"  similar  to  the 
one  pictured  opposite.  The  names 
of  the  participants  are  changed 
each  Sunday  and  how  the  children 
look  forward  to  being  a  helper! 

One  teacher  found  an  unusual 
task  for  a  small,  not  too  happy  boy. 
He  made  the  paste  for  the  group  to 
use.  Now  he  is  a  happy,  satisfied 
paste-maker,  entering  into  other 
classroom  activities. 

Pupils  enjoy  reviewing  lessons  and 
stories  by  participating  in  putting 
the  figures  in  the  groove  board, 
placing  characters  on  the  flannel- 
board  or  holding  a  picture  as  they 
tell  the  story  or  a  part  of  the  story. 


Junior  Sunday  School 


When  children's  faces  are  look- 
ing up,  filled  with  wonder,  it  is 
then  that  you  can  make  it  a 
lesson  to  be  remembered,  if  you 
will  continue  to  .  .  . 


Feed  Their 
Interest 


'By  Lorna  C.  Alder 


Children  are  happy  to  create  then- 
own  characters  of  stories.  One  teach- 
er let  the  children  draw  the  figures 
with  crayons  on  a  fairly  stiff  paper. 
The  characters  were  cut  out  and 
tacked  to  small  wooden  blocks.  At 
the  end  of  the  class  they  were  used 
to  dramatize  the  lesson.  The  piano 
stool  served  as  a  stage.  How  eager- 
ly the  children  manipulated  their 
own  creations  as  they  told  the  story. 

Opportunities  Are  Numerous 

Responsibilities  that  can  be  given 
and  opportunities  for  self-expression 
are  numerous.  Use  them  to  motivate 
your  lessons. 

Scriptures  are  easily  memorized  if 
children  get  the  natural  setting  for 
them.  Show  a  lovely  picture,  tell  the 
story  and  quote  the  passage  from 
the  Bible.  By  repeating  the  story, 
showing  the  picture  and  reading 
from  the  Bible  the  passage  has  mean- 
ing. As  the  teacher  reads  or  quotes, 
the  children  soon  join  in  and  enjoy 
being  able  to  say  something  just  as 
the  Bible  says  it. 

Well-chosen  visual  aids  make  a 
very  definite  contribution  to  the 
classroom  by  getting  attention,  add- 
ing interest,  enriching  concepts, 
building  backgrounds  and  clarifying 
meanings.  Each  teacher  plans  and 
provides  for  the  needs  of  her  par- 
ticular group. 

Incentives  which  are  personal  are 
more  effective  with  Junior  Sunday 
School  pupils  than  those  of  a  group 
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A  "Helper  s  Chart"  with  pockets  to  hold 

name  cards  can  quickly  assign  duties  and 

provide  opportunities  to  participate. 

nature.  Children  of  this  age  are 
just  beginning  to  work  in  groups. 

Be  truly  appreciative  of  the  child's 
efforts.  "Expect  the  right  action  and 
you  will  more  than  likely  get  it.  Chil- 
dren are  very  accommodating  in  this 
respect  both  consciously  and  uncon- 
sciously." 

Remember  you  are  building  a 
child!  You  strive  to  make  him  a 
better  Latter-day  Saint.  This  growth 
is  slow.  The  child's  sense  of  values 
and  standards  of  right  and  wrong 
are  very  different  from  adults.  One 
author  said,  "Children  outgrow  most 
of  their  faults  and  their  elders  take 
the  credit."  As  a  child  matures, 
many  deficiencies  are  made  up  be- 
cause he  sees  a  need  to  change  his 
ways. 

Interest  grows  by  what  it  feeds 
upon.  Will  you  let  it  die  for  lack 
of  opportunity,  or  will  you  strength- 
en and  reinforce  it? 


NEXT  MONTH'S  ARTICLE 

"M'ext  month's  article  will  be  "Keep- 
ing  the  Interest  of  the  Learner," 
by  Addie  J.  Gilmore. 


SACRAMENT  GEM 

Jesus,  Savior,  I  love  Thee 
And  I'll  quiet  be. 
As  I  take  the  sacrament, 
I'll  remember  Thee. 


Junior  Sunday  School 

SONG  OF  THE  MONTH 

for  April 

^An  Angel  Came,"  No.  70,  The 
Children  Sing. 

Each  April  Conference  as  the 
Church  observes  the  anniversary  of 
its  founding  we  are  reminded  of 
the  beautiful  story  of  the  Restora- 
tion of  the  Gospel.  A  brief  review 
of  this  story  and  the  events  which 
led  up  to  the  organization  of  the 
Church  can  help  motivate  our  song 
of  the  month. 

As  we  explain  the  message  of  the 
song  we  can  particularly  emphasize 
the  message  the  Angel  Moroni  had 
for  the  prophet  Joseph  Smith.  Pic- 
ture No.  8132,  which  is  a  picture  of 
Moroni's  visit  to  Joseph  Smith, 
should  be  helpful  in  explaining  this 
story.  This  picture  is  in  the  Church 
History  packet  of  pictures  and 
should  be  available  in  all  Sunday 
School  libraries.  Pictures  No.  8126 
("The  Prophet  Joseph  Smith")  and 
No.  8131  ("Joseph  Smith's  First 
Prayer")  which  are  in  the  Primary 
class  picture  packets  can  help  in 
putting  over  the  "story"  of  our  song. 

In  teaching  this  song  we  suggest 
that  the  song  be  sung  several  times 
by  the  chorister  in  its  entirety  so 
that  the  children  will  get  the  full 
message.  Tell  the  children  that  each 
of  the  three  verses  tells  a  different 
part  of  the  story.  It  might  help  to 
show  a  different  picture  as  each 
verse  is  sung:  the.  picture  of  the 
"Angel  Moroni"  for  the  first  verse, 
the  picture  of  "Joseph  Smith's  First 
Prayer"  for  the  second  verse  and 
perhaps  a  picture  of  children  gath- 
ered together  working  or  praying 
for  the  third  verse.  (There  are  sev- 
eral such  pictures  in  the  various 
Junior  Sunday  School  picture  pack- 
ets.) 

Of  course,  before  showing  the 
pictures  during  the  singing  of  the 
song,  we  should  have  told  the  story 
about  them.  As  the  children  attempt 
to  sing  the  song  themselves,  the  pic- 
tures help  them  remember  what 
comes  next. 

This  song  can  have  a  particular 
interest  for  us  because  it  was  written 
by  our  present  Tabernacle  Choir 
director,  J.  Spencer  Cornwall.  It 
would  be  well  to  tell  the  children 
something  about  him  and  his  posi- 
tion in  the  Church. 

—Beth  Hooper. 


QUESTIONS  FROM  THE  FIELD 

Question:  Who  is  responsible  for 
conducting  the  singing  in  Junior 
Sunday  School? 

Answer:  As  the  Junior  Sunday 
'  School  has  grown  in  membership, 
many  coordinators  have  felt  the 
need  of  a  chorister  to  carefully 
plan  and  conduct  the  music  of 
the  devotional  periods.  In  doing 
this  she  works  with  the  organist. 
If  the  coordinator  feels  adequate, 
it  is  most  acceptable  for  her  to 
serve  as  chorister. 

The  Children  Sing  is  the  basic 
song  book  to  be  used  in  Junior 
Sunday  School.  Latter-day  Saint 
Songs  for  Little  Folks  and  Happy 
Songs  to  Sing,  Children's  Activity 
Song  Book  are  the  two  supple- 
mentary books.  The  lesson  man- 
uals carry  a  fine  music  section  of 
accepted  music  material. 

The  question  as  to  where  Junior 
Sunday  School  choristers  and  or- 
ganists go  at  union  meeting  is 
sometimes  asked.  Their  needs 
will,  no  doubt,  be  usually  met  in 
the  music  department  although 
on  occasion  they  may  be  invited 
to  meet  with  the  coordinators  and 
superintendents  assigned  to  Junior 
Sunday  School.  It  would  be  well 
in  planning  the  union  meeting 
program  for  the  coordinator  and 
stake  Sunday  School  chorister  and 
organist  to  decide  this  question 
and  then  see  to  it  that  the  planned 
program  includes  Junior  Sunday 
School  music  problems. 

—Eva  May  Green. 


IDEA  EXCHANGE 

Free  for  the  Asking 

A/f any  useful  things  are  discarded 
^  and  destroyed  every  day  be- 
cause no  one  has  found  a  further 
use  for  them. 

Watch  store  displays.  When  you 
see  something  you  could  use,  ask 
the  store  manager  if  you  might  have 
it  when  he  is  finished  with  it. 

While  attending  a  Sunday  School 
convention  in  Idaho,  I  was  literally 
amazed  at  their  display  of  useful 
things  obtained  free  for  the  asking. 
The  following  suggestions  are  from 
Minidoka  Stake  in  Idaho: 

1.  Furniture  stores  have  large  flat 
cardboard  boxes  that  card 
tables  are  shipped  in.  These 
make  excellent  storage  boxes 
for  large  pictures,  maps  and 
charts. 
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Photos  by  Ray  Kooyman. 


Discarded  wooden  stands  that  held  funeral  flowers  can  be  converted  quickly  into  easels 
for  holding  large  pictures,  flannelboards,  charts  or  small  blackboards. 


2.  There  are  various  size  easel- 
type  advertisements  for  beauty 
aids,  etc.  Kemtone  over  the  ad- 
vertisement and  you  have  a  fine 
easel  to  display  pictures.  They 
come  in  various  sizes  from  8  by 
11  inches  to  24  by  36  inches. 

3.  Wooden  easels  used  to  display 
funeral  flowers  can  be  obtained 
from  caretakers  of  cemeteries. 
They  make  wonderful  stands 
for  large  pictures,  flannelboards, 
charts  or  a  small  blackboard. 

4.  Life-size  figures  of  boys,  girls, 
babies,  animals,  etc.  put  out  by 
kitchen  and  furniture  adver- 
tisers can  be  used  in  telling 
stories  or  for  room  decoration. 
They  are  wonderful  visual  aids. 

Look— ask— use. 

—Camille  W.  Halliday. 

#     #     # 
ENRICHMENT  MATERIAL 

A  True  Story  For  Telling 

MELVIN  J.  BALLARD* 

TDsotheb  and  Sister  Ballard  had  six 

children.    Their  twins,  when  1- 

year-old,    died    within    just    a    few 

days  of  each   other.    This    grieved 


the  father  and  mother  very  much. 
With  this  great  sorrow  their  crops 
failed  that  year,  and  the  family  were 
very  poor.  This  was  indeed  a  sad 
year  for  the  Ballard  family. 

One  day  a  parade  was  held  in 
their  town  and  because  Sister  Bal- 
lard was  ill  Brother  Ballard  took 
their  four  children  off  to  enjoy  the 
parade.  When  they  had  gone  Sister 
Ballard  got  out  of  bed,  knelt  down 
and  prayed.  She  told  the  Lord  that 
she  had  tried  to  do  what  was  right 
and  asked  Him  to  bless  her  by 
giving  her  another  baby.  She  prayed 
fervently  for  several  minutes  and 
then  felt  comforted.  A  voice  seemed 
to  say  to  her,  "Be  of  good  cheer. 
Your  life  is  acceptable  and  you  will 
have  a  son  who  will  become  an  apos- 
tle of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ." 

Not  a  Strong  Boy 

Months  later  her  son  Melvin  was 
born.  He  was  not  a  strong  child 
and  he  took  much  care  and  protec- 
tion.   His  brothers  and  sisters  were 


kind  and  good  to  him.  The  Ballards 
did  not  have  very  much  money  so 
they  all  had  to  work  hard  to  get 
enough  food  for  their  big  family,  but 
the  children  were  taught  to  pray  to 
their  Heavenly  Father  and  to  have 
faith  in  Him.  They  were  all  happy 
together.  Little  Melvin  loved  to 
sing  and  to  have  someone  read 
stories  to  him  about  the  Gospel. 

One  day  when  Melvin  was  13 
years  old  he  came  out  of  his  room 
with  a  very  strange  look  on  his  face. 
His  mother  was  the  only  one  home 
with  him.  She  spoke  to  her  son,  but 
it  seemed  as  though  he  could  not 
answer  her.  She  helped  him  to  the 
couch  and  prayed  over  him. 

Sister  Ballard  told  the  Lord  that 
before  this  boy  was  born  she  had 
been  so  sure  a  voice  had  told  her 
that  her  baby  would  grow  up  to  be 
a  good  man  and  fill  an  important 
mission.  She  told  the  Lord  that  if 
she  had  been  mistaken,  and  He 
wanted  the  boy  now,  it  would  be 
all  right,  but  she  could  not  help  but 
feel  that  the  boy  was  needed  on 
earth  to  do  an  important  work.  If 
it  were  the  Lord's  will  that  Melvin 
live,  she  would  dedicate  her  son's 
life  to  Him.  Sister  Ballard  promised 
she  would  never  complain  at  the 
work  her  son  had  to  do  nor  would 
she  hinder  him  from  doing  his  duty. 
Melvin  would  belong  to  his  Heaven- 
ly Father  and  to  no  one  else. 

Melvin  J.  Ballard  did  live.  He  did 
become  one  of  the  apostles  of  the 
Church.  He  traveled  through  the 
country  telling  the  people  about  the 
Gospel  and  trying  to  do  everything 
he  thought  the  Lord  would  have  him 
do.  Wherever  he  went  people  asked 
him  to  sing.  His  favorite  song  was, 
"I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  To  Go, 
Dear  Lord."  Everything  he  •  was 
asked  to  do  he  did  the  very  best  he 
could.  All  who  met  him  loved  him. 
( Concluded  on  opposite  page. ) 


°  Adapted  from  Sermons  and  Missionary  Service 
of  Melvin  Joseph  Ballard  by  Bryant  S.  Hinckley. 
Available  at  Deseret  Book  Company,  Salt  Lake 
City,  Utah. 
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Sisters  Genevieve  M.  West  and  Jerolyn  G.  Weeks  are  checking 
out  a  groove  board  from  their  ward's  library. 


'The  three  P's  —  "Patience,  Push  and  Perseverance"  — 
and  the  friendly  cooperation  of  several  ward  mem- 
bers have  enabled  Genevieve  M.  West  to  build  a  most 
successful  Sunday  School  library  in  Smithfield  Third 
Ward  of  Smithfield  Stake. 

When  Sister  West  first  accepted  the  call  to  be 
librarian,  there  was  no  place  in  the  ward  building  to 
house  the  library  except  a  corner  of  the  hall.  Un- 
daunted, she  obtained  a  cabinet  and  a  desk  and  placed 
them  there.    This  was  the  first  library. 

Needed  More  Space 

As  the  library  grew,  the  need  for  additional  space 
became  acute.  Sister  West  noticed  that  the  old  bap- 
tismal font  was  being  used  as  a  storage  room.  Sister 
West's  husband  and  his  brother  did  the  carpenter  work 
as  well  as  construct  shelves  and  cabinets.  A  neighbor 
did  the  painting,  and  another  laid  the  linoleum  on  the 
floor.  An  artist  in  the  ward  painted  some  flannelboard 
backgrounds.  A  school  teacher  has  printed  several 
scrolls  of  quotations  taken  from  the  feature,  "Living 
With  Great  Minds,"  formerly  published  in  The  In- 
structor. 

Today,  the  library  has  over  1,300  pictures,  most  of 
them  mounted  on  cardboard  (9  by  12  inches),  al- 
though larger  pictures  require  larger  mountings.  The 
various  flannelboard  backgrounds  are  in  use  every 
Sunday  in  one  or  another  of  the  classes. 

Two  sizes  of  groove  boards  are  utilized,  depending 
upon  the  size  of  the  group  before  which  the  presenta- 
tion is  made.  Numerous  sets  of  figures  to  use  with 
the  groove  boards  are  contained  in  the  library.  More 
than    seventy-five    books,    nearly    all    purchased    spe- 


cifically for  the  library,  are  there  ready  for  use  and 
reference.  Paints,  crayons,  chalk  and  other  indis- 
pensable teaching  aids  are  part  of  the  library.  The 
Instructor,  both  current  and  back  issues,  occupies  a 
prominent  place,  and  other  Church  publications  are 
filed.  Many  other  aids,  such  as  miniature  theaters,  and 
picture  scrolls  are  available  to  teachers. 

Project  of  Entire  Faculty 

The  library  is  a  project  of  the  entire  Sunday  School 
faculty,  and  on  several  occasions  teachers  have  met 
and  mounted  pictures  or  made  other  teaching  aids. 

The  teacher  trainer  has  been  most  helpful  in  ad- 
vertising and  promoting  the  use  of  the  teaching  aids 
in  the  library.  Each  week,  Sister  West  familiarizes  her- 
self with  the  future  lessons,  and  every  Sunday  morning 
before  prayer  meeting  a  display  of  appropriate  aids 
for  lessons  scheduled  for  the  following  Sunday  is 
placed  on  a  table  near  the  faculty  meeting  room. 
Periodically  time  is  given  Sister  West  in  teacher  train- 
ing classes  and  faculty  meetings  to  acquaint  prospective 
and  active  teachers  with  the  materials  in  the  library. 

The  demand  for  the  aids  in  the  library  has  grown 
to  such  an  extent  that  Sister  West  now  needs  an 
associate  to  help.  She  is  Beatrice  Thornley. 

Sister  West  gives  much  credit  for  the  success  of  the 
library  to  the  wonderful  help  and  cooperation  of  the 
bishopric,  the  Sunday  School  superintendency  and 
faculty.  She  says  that  she  has  received  much  help 
and  many  ideas  from  The  Sunday  School  Librarians 
Guidebook  and  The  Instructor. 

Here  "Patience,  Push,  and  Perseverance"  have  pro- 
duced a  marvelous  library. 


MELVIN  J.  BALLARD 
(Concluded  from  opposite  page.) 

He  returned  from  his  last  assign- 
ment in  the  east  a  very  sick  man. 
One  week  later  he  passed  away. 
Melvin  J.  Ballard  had  done  exactly 
what  his  mother  had  promised  the 
Lord  he  would  do.  He  had  spent 
his  life  serving  his  fellow  men  and 
serving  his  Heavenly  Father. 

(The  teacher  might  like  to  sing, 
"I'll  Go  Where  You  Want  Me  to  Go, 
Dear  Lord,"  to  the  Glass.) 

—Edith  M.  Nash. 


f  you  teach  a  class  in  the  Sunday 
School,  do  this:  first,  require 
every  pupil  to  get  a  manual;  second, 
talk  about  the  manual,  or  interesting 
sections  of  the  manual,  so  as  to 
arouse  or  pique  the  curiosity  of  your 
pupils,  and  third,  so  arrange  your 
classwork  as  to  imply  preparation  on 
their  part. 

You  will  be  astonished,  if  you 
make  use  of  the  manual  properly, 
what  a  load  of  responsibility  and 
toil  and  anxiety  will  be  lifted  from 
your  shoulders. 

—The  Instructor,  1943. 


'"The  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  .  .  . 
embraces  all  morality,  all  virtue, 
all  light,  all  intelligence,  all  great- 
ness, and  all  goodness.  It  intro- 
duces a  system  of  laws  and  ordi- 
nances, and  a  code  of  moral  recti- 
tude which,  if  obeyed  by  the  human 
family,  will  lead  them  back  to  the 
presence  of  God.    —Brigham  Young. 


Answer  to 

'The  Gospel  of  Baptism' 

found  on  page  37  is: 

"HEBER  J.  GRANT" 
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SUBJECT  TITLES  AND  DATES  OF  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  LESSONS  BY  DEPABTMENTS 
CHURCH  OF  JESUS  CHRIST  OF  LATTER-DAY  SAINTS 

1954 


COURSE  OF 
STUDY-1953 

Course  No.  1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

Course  No.  1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

Course  No.  3: 
Joyful 
Living 

Course  No.  5: 

Living  Our 

Religion,  Part  II 

Course  No.  7: 

What  It  Means 

To  Be 

a  Latter-day  Saint 

Course  No.  9: 

Leaders  of  the 

Scriptures 

COURSE  OF 
STUDY-1954 

Course  No.  1: 

Sunday  Morning 

in  the  Nursery 

Course  No.  2: 

Growing 

Spiritually 

Part  1 

Course  No.  4: 

Living  Our 

Religion 

Part  1 

Course  No.  6: 

History  of  the 

Church  for  Children 

Course  No.  8: 

Old  Testament 

Stories 

Course  No.  10: 
The  Life 
of  Christ 

APPROXIMATE 
AGES-1954 

Nursery 
2,3 

Kindergarten 
4,5 

Primary 
6,7 

8,9 

10,  11 

12,  13 

Date  of  Lesson 
APRIL  4 

Who  Sleeps 

1  Go  to  Church 
on  the  Sabbath  Day 

Unit  II 

Where  Do  We  Get 

the  Prayers  for 

the  Sacrament? 

Homes  in  the 
Wilderness 

Joseph,  the 
Forgiving  Brother 

My  Father's  House  Is 
a  House  of  Order 

APRIL   11 

Where  They  Sleep 

1  Come  to 

Church  with  My 

Family  and  Friends 

Unit  II 
l-know-a-story  Day 

Getting  Ready  to 
Cross  the  Plains 

Israel  in  Egypt 

At  Jacob's  Well 

APRIL  18 

Who  Awakens 

1  Am  Happy  as 

1  Keep  the  Sabbath 

Day  Holy 

Unit  II 

Problems  Related 

to  Local  Group 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

APRIL  25 

What  They  Do 

When  They 

Awaken 

1  Learn  about 

a  Shepherd  Boy 

Who  Became  King 

Unit  III 

What  Blessings 

Do  Our  Homes 

Bring  Us? 

Five  Hundred 

Pioneers  Became 

Soldiers 

Review  Lesson 

Rejected  By  His  Own 

MAY  2 

We  Help  Father 

and  Mother  within 

the  Home 

1  Learn  about 
Abraham,  Father 
of  a  Great  Nation 

Unit  III 

What  Do  Our 

Mothers  Do  For  Us? 

Pioneer  Life  at 
Winter  Quarters 

The  Preparation 
of  Moses 

Jesus  Finds  a 
New  Home 

MAY  9 

Mother's  Day 

1  Learn  about 

Jared  and  His 

Brother,  Two 

Faithful  Men 

Honor  Thy  Father 
and  Thy  Mother 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

Mother's  Day 

MAY   16 

We  Help  Father 

and  Mother  outside 

the  Home 

1  Learn  about 

Lehi  and  the 

Liahona 

Unit  III 
l-know-a-story  Day 

The  Pioneers  Start 
across  the  Plains 

Pharaoh,  the 
Hard-hearted 

The  Sermon  on 
the  Mount 

MAY  23 

We  Help 

Grandmother 

and  Grandfather 

1  Learn  about 

the  Missionaries 

Who  Preach  the 

Gospel 

Unit  III 
What  Do  Our  Brothers 
and  Sisters  Do  for  Us? 

Pioneer 
Transportation 

A  Nation  in 
God's  Hands 

The  Miracles 
in  Galilee 

MAY  30 

Father  and  Mother 

Are  Happy  When  We 

Go  to  Sunday  School 

and  Primary 

1  Learn  about 
the  Pioneers 

Unit  III 
What  Do  Our 
•    Fathers 
Do  for  Us? 

All  Work  and 
No  Play 

A  Constitution 
for  Israel 

The  First 
Missionaries 

JUNE  6 

We  Are  Kind  to 
Ourselves 

1  Learn  about 
a  Leader  in  our 
Sunday  School, 

George  R.  Hill 

Unit  III 
How  Can  We 

Make  Our 
Homes  Happy? 

What  Did  the 
Pioneers  Eat? 

The  First  and 

Second 

Commandments 

John  The  Baptist 

JUNE   13 

We  Are  Kind  to 
Our  Friends 

1  Learn  How 

Modern  Day  Prophets 

Are  Led  by  our 

Heavenly  Father 

Unit  III 

How  Do  Our 

Neighbors 

Help  Us? 

Pioneer 
Adventures 

The  Third  and  Ninth 
Commandments 

The  Return  of  the 
Missionaries 

JUNE  20 

We  Are  Kind  to 

Pets  and  Other 

Animals 

1  Learn  about 

a  Leader,  J.  Reuben 

Clark,  Jr. 

Unit  III 

What  Do  Our 

Home,  Town  and 

Country  Do  for  Us? 

The  Pioneers  Were 
Glad  When  the 
Sabbath  Came 

The  Fourth 
Commandment 

Dark  Clouds 

JUNE  27 

We  Are  Kind  to 
Each  Other  at 
Sunday  School 

1  Learn  about 

a  Leader,  Stephen  L 

Richards 

Unit  III 

How  Can  We 

Be  Good  Citizens? 

The  Valley  of  the 
Great  Salt  Lake 

The  Fifth 
Commandment 

The  Transfiguration 
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Course  No.  11: 
Ancient 
Apostles 

Course  No.  13: 

Our  Standard 

Works 

Course  No.  15: 
Life  in 
Ancient  America 

and 

Course  No.  17: 

Good  Tidings 

to  All  People 

Course  No.  21: 

Principles  and 

Practice  of 

Genealogy 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Course  No.  25: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

Course  No.  17: 
Good  Tidings 
to  All  People 

and 

Course  No.  27: 

Teachings  of  the 

Old  Testament 

Course  No.  29: 

A  Marvelous  Work 

and  a  Wonder 

Course  No.  12: 

History  of  the 

Restored  Church 

Course  No.  14: 

Principles  of  the 

Gospel 

Course  No.  16: 

The  Gospel 

Message 

Course  No.  20: 

Proving  Your 

Pedigree 

Course  No.  24: 

Parent  and 

Child 

Second  Year 

Course  No.  25: 

Parent  and 

Youth 

Course  No.  26: 
Teachings  of  the 
New  Testament 

t 

Course  No.  28: 
Teachings  of  the 
Book  of  Mormon 

14,  15 

16,  17 

18,  19,  20 

Genealogical 
Training— Adults 

Family 
Relations- 
Adults 

Family 
Relations— Adults 

Gospel  Doctrine — 
Adults 

Investigators 

Light  and 
Darkness 

What  Is 
Man? 

General  Religious 

Culture  of  the 

World 

(Continued) 

Review 

The  3-Year-Old 

The  Nature  and 

Meaning  of 

Education 

The  Resurrection 
and  the  Life 

The  Atonement 

Cause  of 
Persecution 

The  Destiny 
of  Man 

Christianity  at  the 

Beginning  of  the 

19th  Century 

Securing  Help 

Through 
Correspondence 

The  4-Year-Old 

The  Content  of 
Education 

The  Grace 
of  Deity 

The  Principle 
of  Faith 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Easter  Sunday 

Joseph  Smith 

The  Plan  of 
Salvation 

Christianity  at  the 

Beginning  of  the 

19th  Century 

(Continued) 
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What  Plates  Came  from  Cumorah? 


By  Kenneth  S.   'Bennion^, 


rVn 


e  "Plates  of  Laban"  .  .  .  "Large  Plates"  .  .  .  "Small 

Plates"  .  .  .  "book  that  is  sealed"  .  .  .  From  where 
did  these  and  other  records  come?  Did  Joseph  Smith 
receive  all  of  them  from  the  Angel  Moroni?  Are  their 
translations  all  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon? 

Book  of  Mormon  students  may  be  confused  by 
references  to  the  different  kinds  of  plates.  Young 
readers  are  especially  troubled  to  keep  these  original 
sources  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  in  mind.  Let  us  see 
whether  we  can  simplify  the  matter. 

On  the  opposite  page  is  a  diagram  prepared  by 
Don  Mortensen  of  the  Audio-visual  Center,  Brigham 
Young  University.  It  has  been  adapted  to  Sunday 
School  needs,  and  is  reprinted  here  by  permission  of 
Brigham  Young  University,  owner  of  the  copyright. 

A  brief  study  of  the  chart  will  help  us  to  under- 
stand more  clearly  the  whole  Book  of  Mormon  pic- 
ture. 

The  first  records  mentioned  in  the  Book  of  Mormon 
were  the  Brass  Plates  of  Laban.  They  contained  the 
history  of  the  Jews  from  the  time  of  Adam  down  to 
the  days  of  King  Zedekiah,  about  600  B.C.  Lehi  found 
upon  these  plates  a  genealogy  of  his  fathers.  The 
history  found  upon  the  Brass  Plates  corresponds  gen- 
erally, for  that  period  of  time,  with  the  Old  Testament. 
Without  them,  Lehi  and  his  people  would  have  had 
no  record  of  the  Lord's  dealings  with  His  chosen 
people.  Therefore,  as  the  colony  entered  the  wilder- 
ness, it  was  necessary  that  they  carry  with  them  these 
plates.  That  is  why  God  commanded  Nephi  and  his 
brothers  to  return  to  Jerusalem  and  get  them. 

When  Lehi  and  his  family  arrived  in  their  Prom- 
ised Land,  they  prepared  plates  of  gold  and  kept  two 
records— a  record  of  their  spiritual  or  religious  history, 
and  another  of  their  political  history.  Later,  both  his- 
tories were  kept  on  the  same  plates. 

The  Large  Plates  of  Nephi  are  shown  next  on  the 
chart.  They  contained  the  Books  of  Lehi,  Mosiah,  Alma, 
Helaman,  Third  and  Fourth  Nephi,  and  the  first  seven 
chapters  of  Mormon.  All  of  these  records  were  later 
abridged  by  Mormon,  the  abridgments  being  included 
in  the  Gold  Plates  delivered  to  Joseph  Smith  by 
Moroni.  The  Book  of  Lehi  was  the  first  to  be  translated, 
but  the  translation  was  stolen.  Therefore,  this  trans- 
lation does  not  appear  in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  (See 
extreme  right  diagram  representing  the  Book.) 

Next  comes  Mormon's  abridgment  of  the  Large 
Plates  of  Nephi  (with  the  exception  of  the  Book  of 
Lehi).  Included  in  this  section  are  Chapters  one  to 
seven  of  Mormon's  own  writings.  This  material  is  found 
on  pages  460  to  472. 

In  the  days  of  Mosiah,  the  Nephite  king  and  proph- 


et, a  party  of  explorers  sent  out  by  Limhi  found  and 
brought  back  24  gold  plates.  These  plates,  which  had 
been  engraved  by  the  Prophet  Ether,  contained  the 
history  of  the  Jaredites.  They  were  translated  by 
Mosiah,  the  seer,  and  were  later  abridged  by  Moroni, 
son  of  Mormon,  and  last  historian  of  the  Nephites.  This 
section  of  the  Book  of  Mormon  contains  Chapters  eight 
and  nine  of  the  writings  of  Mormon.  Here  we  firjid,  also, 
the  original  writings  of  Moroni. 

The  final  two  chapters  of  Mormons  writings, 
Moroni's  abridgment  of  Jaredite  history,  his  comments 
about  that  people,  and  his  own  book  are  found  in  the 
Book  of  Mormon,  pages  472  to  522. 

The  Prophet  Joseph  received,  also,  plates  that  were 
sealed,  which  were  not  to  be  opened  or  translated 
at  that  time.  You  will  recall  that  the  "learned  man': 
to  whom  Martin  Harris  took  the  translation  declared,  "I 
cannot  read  a  sealed  book"— thus  fulfilling  ancient 
prophecy.1  . k 

Please  note  again  the  entire  diagram  on  the  oppo-  I  j 
site  page.  First  we  have  the  Brass  Plates  of  Laban, 
corresponding  to  a  part  of  the  Old  Testament.  Next  are 
indicated  both  the  large  and  the  small  plates  of  Nephi. 
All  the  large  plates,  containing  seven  books,  were 
abridged  by  Mormon.  Finally,  we  have  the  Book  of 
Ether   (Jaredite  history ),  together  with  the  Book  of 

Moroni. 

• 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  perhaps  not  even  one 
hundredth  part  of  the  records  preserved  by  the 
Nephites  are  to  be  found  in  the  Book  of  Mormon.  The 
untranslated  material,  including  the  sealed  plates,  com- 
prise the  major  portion  of  the  gold  plates  deposited  by 
Moroni  in  the  Hill  Cumorah. 

In  the  very  beginning  of  the  history  of  God's  chil- 
dren on  earth,  Adam  and  his  sons  kept  records,2  as 
did  those  who  followed  after  them.  Lehi  and  his 
family  also  kept  records.3 

As  our  own  pioneers  moved  westward  into  a  new 
land  and  a  new  life,  they  were  encouraged  to  keep 
records,  particularly  diaries  or  "journals."  These  rec- 
ords are  now  of  great  worth  to  us.  In  wards  and 
branches  throughout  the  Church  we  are  asked  to  keep 
records.  Some  secretaries  (historians)  are  much  more 
careful  than  others.  They  "magnify  their  calling."  It 
should  be  our  task  to  keep  all  records  to  the  best  of 
our  ability,  for  out  of  the  books  we  are  to  be  judged. 

We  are  indebted  to  Brigham  Young  University  for 
this  chart  that  so  graphically  clarifies  for  us  the  sources 
of  the  Book  of  Mormon. 


iSee  Isaiah  29:11. 

2Moses  (Pearl  of  Great  Price)  6:5. 

sl  Nephi  1:1-3. 
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Year  To  Live" 
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THOUGH  THREATENED  WITH  DEATH 
He  brings  eternity  down  to  Main  Street. 


t  has  been  about  three  years  now  since  a  friend  of 

mine,  an  eminent  scientist,  told  me  the  disturbing 
news  about  the  health  of  a  mutual  friend.  "The  doctor 
gives  him  about  a  year  to  live,"  the  scientist  said. 

Then  he  added:  "But  our  friend  is  not  letting  the 
doctor's  prediction  bother  him.  He  is  going  right  along 
as  cheerfully  as  ever  with  his  work.  He  simply  reasons 
that  if  the  Lord  wants  to  take  him,  it  is  all  right  with 
him.  He  is  trying  to  do  the  Lord's  will  here.  He  will 
try  to  continue  just  the  same  on  the  Other  Side.  The 
important  thing  to  him  is  to  keep  doing  it  with  all  his 
soul.  Death  to  him  is  merely  a  transfer,  like  moving 
one's  operations  from  Chicago  to  San  Francisco." 

Our  friend  with  "a  year  to  live"  is  still  living.  A 
Church  stalwart,  he  is  still  living  vigorously  and  cheer- 
fully. 

That  conversation  about  him  keeps  coming  back 
to  me— sometimes  like  a  bright  moon  on  a  dark  night. 
Nothing  has  been  more  comforting.  I  have  heard 
funeral  sermons  during  the  past  three  years.  They 
have  often  been  full  of  solace.  But  none  has  inspired 
me  like  my  friend  with  "one  year  to  live." 

I  recall  a  survey  made  among  "Who's  Who  In 
America"  a  few  years  ago  by  a  retired  college  psychol- 
ogist, James  Henry  Leubia.  His  study  indicated  that 
most  bankers,  businessmen  and  lawyers  of  prominence 
believe  in  God— "a  God  to  whom  one  may  pray  in 
expectation  of  receiving  an  answer."  But,  among  this 
professional  group,  there  were  even  more  who  believed 
in  immortality  than  in  God.  Most  people  believe  in 
immortality. 

Latter-day  Saints  believe  that  the  work  and  glory 
of  God  is  "to  bring  to  pass  the  immortality  and  eternal 


life  of  man."  But  what  is  so  important  to  me  about  my 
friend  with  "one  year  to  live"  is  that  he  actually  lives 
his  immortality. 

That  is  your  opportunity  as  a  Sunday  School  leader 
or  teacher  —  to  make  immortality  and  eternal  life  live 
today. 

Tonight  on  my  study  desk  is  a  neat,  black  book 
lettered  in  gold.  It  is  called  The  Last  Billionaire,  a 
biography  of  Henry  Ford,  by  William  C.  Richards,  a 
Detroit  newspaperman.  On  the  next  to  the  last  page 
of  text,  the  author  describes  the  Detroit  news  rooms 
on  the  April  night  Ford  died,  at  the  age  of  84.  The 
biographer  then  recalled  a  Ford  incident  46  years 
before.  It  was  at  the  time  of  the  assassination  of  Presi- 
dent William  McKinley.  A  friend  presented  Henry 
Ford  with  a  book  written  by  Orlando  J.  Smith,  Civil 
War  general,  cotton  planter  and  editor.  In  the  little 
book,  according  to  Richards,  Ford  found  his  philosophy 
of  life.  He  had  lived  before  he  came  to  this  earth.  He 
would  continue  after  this  life.  His  soul  was  eternal. 

And  Henry  Ford,  who  always  saw  "something  holy 
in  work,"  seemed  to  live  that  way.  After  he  had  made 
his  billion,  he  did  not  rest.  He  seemed  to  keep  as  active 
as  his  nimble  old  frame  would  let  him.  Maybe  heaven 
could  use  a  few  Ford  cars? 

Some  people  may  tell  you  they  believe  in  man's 
eternal  quest,  and  then  they  act  as  though  they  were 
headed  for  a  dead  end— at  the  cemetery.  They  rest. 
They  quit  growing.  They  cease  going  out  of  their 
way  to  do  good.  They  give  the  impression  that  they 
have  "arrived,"  and  are  now  going  to  coast  toward  a 
heavenly  reward.  They  seem  to  forget  that  every  sun- 
set is  a  dawn  somewhere  else. 

When  our  beloved  Ruth  May  Fox  reached  her 
hundredth  birthday,  her  granddaughter  told  me  some- 
thing of  her  activities  during  the  previous  year.  The 
grand  old  lady's  sight  had  about  gone.  But  in  her 
hundredth  year  she  had  memorized  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments, the  Sermon  on  the  Mount,  and  the  Articles 
of  Faith.  In  her  sunset  she  seemed  to  be  preparing 
for  the  dawn. 

Will  Porter  was  a  North  Carolina  druggist  who  be- 
came a  Texas  banker  and  an  adventurer  in  Honduras. 
Later  he  went  to  prison.  But  he  became  known  as  O. 
Henry,  a  master  storyteller.  Will  Porter,  or  O.  Henry, 
was  only  48  when  he  died  in  a  New  York  hospital. 
He  did  not  go  until  he  had  spoken  his  last  tag  line: 
"Turn  up  the  lights;  I  don't  want  to  go  home  in  the 
dark."  In  death,  O.  Henry  acted  as  though  he  were 
really  going  somewhere. 

I  hope  to  see  my  good  friend  with  "one  year  to 
live"  again  soon.  He  probably  will  be  hurrying  down 
the  street,  perhaps  with  his  arm  around  some  youth  or 
cheering  a  man  in  distress.  He  will  smile  as  he  waves. 
Like  him,  I  believe  in  man's  eternal  journey.  But  he 
really  makes  the  thought  come  alive.  He  brings 
eternity  right  down  to  Main  Street.  He  makes  heaven 
more  earthly— and,  certainly,  this  good  earth,  more 
heavenly.  —Wendell  J.  Ashton. 


